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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a relevant and timely issue concerning the determinants of credit service use among rural households in Cambodia. It contributes valuable empirical evidence to the field of financial inclusion, rural development, and microfinance. The study’s findings enhance understanding of how financial literacy and socio-economic factors influence borrowing behavior in developing contexts. Overall, the research adds practical and policy-oriented insights that can support sustainable rural financial systems and inclusive economic growth.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	“Determinants of Credit Service Utilization and Financial Awareness among Rural Households in Kratie Province, Cambodia.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well-structured, clearly outlining the study’s aims, methodology, key findings, and conclusions. It effectively summarizes the main results and their implications for financial literacy and credit service utilization. However, it could be further improved by specifying the policy relevance of the findings. Additionally, reducing some methodological details and emphasizing the broader implications for sustainable rural finance and financial education programs would enhance its clarity and academic appeal.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with a clear research design, appropriate sampling methodology, and robust statistical analysis using ANOVA and reliability testing. The data interpretation aligns well with the stated objectives and is supported by relevant literature. However, minor improvements could be made by providing more detailed justification for the use of non-probability sampling and by strengthening the discussion of causality and policy implications. Overall, the study maintains good scientific rigor and methodological consistency.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the manuscript are largely sufficient, relevant, and include several recent sources from 2022–2025, which strengthens the study’s contemporary relevance. The inclusion of both international and Cambodian studies provides good contextual depth. However, the reference list could be further enhanced by adding more recent peer-reviewed articles on financial literacy, credit behavior, and rural financial inclusion from Southeast Asia to broaden the regional perspective. Suggested additions include:

· Nguyen, T. T., & Nguyen, H. T. (2023). Financial literacy and credit access among rural households in Vietnam. Journal of Asian Economics, 85, 102613.

· Rahman, M. M., & Khan, S. A. (2024). Determinants of microcredit participation and repayment behavior in rural South Asia. Development in Practice, 34(3), 451–463.

· OECD (2023). Financial Literacy and Inclusion: Building Financial Resilience in Developing Economies. OECD Publishing.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and overall English quality of the manuscript are generally clear and understandable, allowing readers to follow the arguments and findings effectively. The paper demonstrates good academic writing structure, but minor grammatical corrections and stylistic refinements would enhance readability and professionalism. Some sentences could be made more concise, and technical terms should be standardized to maintain consistency throughout the text. Overall, the language is acceptable for scholarly communication after light copy-editing.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the field of rural finance and financial inclusion by providing empirical insights into the perceptions, determinants, and challenges of credit service use among rural households in Cambodia. The study is well-structured, methodologically sound, and supported by relevant and recent literature. To further strengthen the paper, the authors could consider expanding the discussion on policy implications, integrating more comparative insights from neighboring countries, and improving language clarity through minor editing. With these refinements, the article would make a meaningful addition to the literature on financial literacy and sustainable rural development.

The manuscript is well-organized, methodologically sound, and contributes valuable empirical insights into financial literacy and credit service utilization in rural Cambodia. The research design, data analysis, and conclusions are appropriate and supported by relevant literature. Minor revisions are recommended to improve language clarity, enhance the abstract’s focus, and strengthen the discussion of policy implications.
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