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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to the scientific community by empirically highlighting the gaps in architecture students’ understanding of fundamental interior design principles within the context of Nigerian architectural education. I appreciate how the paper uncovers areas of strength, such as proficiency in color theory and material selection, alongside important deficiencies in lighting design and space planning, which have direct implications for user-centered design. The study’s use of quantitative analysis lends credibility to its findings, and its recommendations for curricular restructuring and interdisciplinary collaboration are timely and actionable. particularly like the manuscript’s focus on integrating interior design principles earlier in the curriculum to promote holistic design thinking and better prepare students for professional challenges; however, the discussion could be strengthened by a deeper exploration of implementation strategies and the potential long-term impact of proposed reforms.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title, “Assessing Architecture Students Understanding of Fundamental Interior Design Principles: A Case Study of Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Nigeria,” is clear and reflective of the main research focus and scope of the manuscript. It accurately indicates both the subject matter (architecture students’ understanding of interior design principles) and the specific context (LAUTECH, Nigeria), which helps readers immediately grasp what to expect. However, for improved clarity and readability, suggest the following alternative title: “Evaluating Interior Design Principles Comprehension Among Architecture Students: Insights from Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Nigeria.” This revision emphasizes the evaluative nature of the work and streamlines the language for greater impact
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is generally comprehensive, clearly outlining the context, aim, methodology, key findings, and recommendations of the study. It appropriately highlights the significance of incorporating fundamental interior design principles in architectural education at LAUTECH and summarizes both strengths (proficiency in color theory and material selection) and gaps (deficiencies in lighting design and space planning) among students. However, suggest making the following improvements:

· Consider briefly stating the most significant result (such as mean scores or proficiency percentages) to make the findings more concrete and immediately impactful.

· The abstract could be streamlined by removing some detailed methodological or literature references, allowing more focus on the results and implications.

· Including a sentence about the study's limitations and its implications for broader curricular reform would enhance transparency.

These adjustments will help ensure the abstract is concise, balanced, and maximally informative for readers and potential researchers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound due to its clear research design, theoretical grounding, and rigorous methodology. The use of a quantitative cross-sectional survey and detailed statistical analysis, including ANOVA and post-hoc tests, ensures the reliability and validity of the findings. The study’s alignment with constructivist learning theory supports the rationale for its methodology and recommendations, adding theoretical strength to its conclusions. Furthermore, the pilot study, expert content validation, and high response rate contribute to the manuscript’s scientific correctness; overall, the research presents evidence-based insights that can genuinely inform curricular improvements in architectural education.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript demonstrates a strong effort in citing both foundational and recent references, particularly drawing on studies and texts from 2022 to 2024, which adds to the relevance and depth of the literature review and discussion. Key empirical, pedagogical, and theoretical sources are adequately represented, including recent Nigerian and international research articles, as well as core textbooks on interior design principles. However, to further strengthen the reference list, suggest adding more recent international empirical studies on interior design education post-2022, particularly those focusing on effective digital learning tools and technology-enhanced collaborative studio environments. Including recent conference proceedings or white papers from leading interior design educational bodies could also provide additional contemporary perspectives. Overall, the references are sufficient and mostly current, but adding these targeted sources would further enhance the manuscript’s scholarly rigour.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language quality of the manuscript is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is clear, concise, and appropriately uses discipline-specific terminology, which enhances the readability and professionalism expected in academic journals. Arguments and findings are logically structured, and both the abstract and main sections demonstrate effective use of academic tone and style. However, recommend a careful proofreading to address minor grammatical errors (such as subject-verb agreement and punctuation) and the separation of compound terms, as these occasional mistakes slightly impact flow and clarity. Overall, the language is of a standard that meets journal requirements, with only minor revisions suggested to achieve optimal polish.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript addresses a relevant and timely issue by evaluating architecture students’ understanding of key interior design principles in the context of Nigerian architectural education. The research is grounded in robust theoretical and empirical frameworks, and the quantitative methodology is well designed, with a sufficiently large sample and clear statistical analysis. The manuscript’s strengths include a thoughtful discussion of curricular gaps, practical recommendations for curriculum restructuring, and an emphasis on experiential learning and interdisciplinary collaboration. To further improve the paper, the clarity of language could be refined in some sections, and the reference list would benefit from including more recent international studies on technology-driven interior design education. Overall, the manuscript is a valuable contribution and offers actionable insights for educators and curriculum designers.
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