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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript contributes to the scientific community by exploring innovative approaches for strengthening community engagement in rural road maintenance within Babati District Council. Accordingly, maintenance of rural road network is an essential component for the rural economic development and rural-regional development procedures. Thus, enhancement of the community engagement for road maintenance is a significant to shaping the sustainable rural development and land use consumption. Subsequently, people’s participation for the development process can be increased by utilizing this strategy.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes. The existing title is suitable for the article. clearly mentioned the title with the reference study area and aligned with the objective.
“Innovative	Approaches	for	Strengthening	Community	Engagement	in	Rural	Road Maintenance: Insights from Babati District Council”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The existing abstract is good, but would like to suggest, should structure their revised abstract according to these guidelines: provide a sufficient overview of the research theme and problem, state the objective(s), outline the methodology encompassing data collection and analysis approaches, present the study's results and principal findings, and conclude with an elucidation of the study's contributions and implications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Mostly this manuscript is scientifically correct.
a) It would be better to pinpoint the objective directly in this study.
Eg:
The objective of this study is to explore innovative approaches for strengthening community engagement in rural road maintenance within Babati District Council.
b) properly mentioned Introduction, Literature Review, Methodology sections.
c) would like to suggest, should mention some questions in the structured questionnaire to enhance the impactful of the study.
d) mentioned some responses in the result section. It is positive fact in this study. But, must describe the following abbreviations along with the responses.
Eg: TRM, LD
e) should mention the limitations of this study and future research on this subject. This might be useful for other researchers who are interested in studies on highway transportation systems.
f) rewrite this paper properly to align with the standard quality of the international research papers.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. The references are recent and sufficient. Further, I suggest some references to enhance the scope of this study;
· Mohan, G. (2024). Participatory development. In The companion to development studies (pp. 484-489). Routledge.
· Dearden, A., & Rizvi, H. (2008). Participatory design and participatory development: a comparative review.
· Hamann, C. J., Daly, E., Schwab-Reese, L., Askelson, N., & Peek-Asa, C. (2021).
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	Community engagement in the development and implementation of a rural road safety campaign: Steps and lessons learned. Journal of transport & health, 23, 101282.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Several grammatical and typographical issues have been identified. strongly advise to seek assistance from a native English speaker to significantly enhance the quality of the manuscript and use academic terminology.
Eg:
“	Johnson et al. (2024) hlighted that these tools enabled real-time reporting of
infrastructure defects, improving… ” (line 42, page 02) – spelling mistake
	

	Optional/General comments
	a) would like to suggest, the study area map should be illustrated clearly.
b) It would be better to attach a road network map in the study area.
c) The equations should be number as equation 01; 02
d) The tables should beproperly numbered like Table 01, Table 02 Eg: Table 02 has been numbered as Table 01
e) must consider to set up the table within page.
f) should mention the source for each table.
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
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