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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper makes a timely and meaningful contribution to the discussion on the third mission of higher education. This paper provides practical insights from Indonesian universities that engage with communities through initiatives aligned with the UN SDGs. It highlights the interplay between education, community engagement, and sustainable development, an area of ​​growing global importance. The insights from the study are valuable for policymakers, academics, and institutions that aim to strengthen civic and social responsibility within higher education systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is appropriate, clear, and descriptive. No changes are required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative but not overly descriptive. It should be condensed to 200-250 words. The abstract could be more specific about the number of participants (5 faculties, 7 students). And include a clear summary of key findings and implications. For example, briefly mention how the CEL initiatives benefited students, teachers, and communities, and which SDGs were most relevant. The sentence “To what extent are these CEL initiatives aligned” is grammatically incorrect it should be “To what extent are these CEL initiatives aligned.”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically appropriate for a research case study. The research design and thematic analysis are appropriate. However, it would benefit from additional details on data validation (trust) and justification for the small sample size. But some areas need improvement such as justification of sample size (why 12 participants across two universities is sufficient for the purposes of the research), more details are needed on how participants were selected, no discussion of how data saturation was reached with these 12 interviews, no mention of inter-coder reliability for thematic analysis, and RQ6 asks about alignment with UN SDGs, but the findings show most participants didn't actively consider SDGs during planning.This important finding deserves more critical discussion.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are current and relevant, with many from 2020-2024. Consider adding more regional or Indonesian sources to contextualize the results. Some web links may break over time; consider adding access dates. Reference formatting is inconsistent in some places, ensure full consistency with APA 7th edition (check italics, indentation, and DOI inclusion).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally clear and readable, with minor improvements for flow and brevity, such as simplifying long sentences and reducing repetition such as "end users or beneficiaries." Pick a term repeatedly and use it consistently. Missing or incorrect use of "the," "a," "an" in several places. Professional copyediting is recommended before publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Include tables or summaries of figures linking CEL initiatives to specific SDGs. Highlight how CEL initiatives can be scaled or replicated in HEIs. Separate the discussion section from the findings to improve the clarity and depth of the analysis. Strengthen the conclusion by including practical recommendations and future research directions. Include recommendations specifically for Indonesian HEIs versus international HEIs.
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