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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significance for the academic community for its contribution on the internal efficiency of Catholic primary schools in Goma, which has been under-researched in developing contexts. This manuscript provides a base of evidence on student retention, repetition and dropout which are important concepts for improving the quality of education. It documents resource inequalities, and systemic inefficiencies, and further offers implications for policy makers and educators who are attempting to support school improvement.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “INTERNAL EFFICIENCY OF THE AGREED CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOLS OF GOMA,” is clear but could be refined for better academic appeal and readability. The phrase “agreed Catholic” may be confusing to international readers unfamiliar with the local term for state-approved schools.
You may consider the following alternatives:

· “Assessing the Internal Efficiency of Catholic State-Approved Primary Schools in Goma”

· “Internal Efficiency of Catholic Primary Schools in Goma: An Empirical Analysis”

If considered, the new versions clarify the scope of the study and lend academic weight and improve overall readability while maintaining the same study's focus.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear but not fully complete. It mainly highlights the results and misses some key elements.

Suggestions:

1. Add a short background to show why studying school efficiency in Goma is important.

2. Briefly mention the method used and the data sources.

3. Include the significance of the findings for education policy or practice.

4. Simplify the numbers so they support the message without overwhelming it.

This will make the abstract more balanced and comprehensive.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound with respect to the methods used, a clear presentation of data, and logical interpretation of results. It employs the Labrousse and Perrot method appropriately and details calculations to substantiate its conclusions. That said, while the methodology and analysis are accurate, there are some parts that would benefit from clearer explanation and clearer connection between findings and more significant educational theories. In summary, the research is scientifically correct, yet a refined discussion and implications would greatly enhance the work.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are useful and relevant, but many are old. The paper would be stronger with more recent sources (after 2015) on school efficiency and education in Africa.

Suggested additions:
· GEM 2017/8 ANIMATION. (2022, April 20). Unesco.org. https://www.unesco.org/gem-report/en/publication/accountability-education-meeting-our-commitments

· Bank, W. (2018). World Development Report 2018. In openknowledge.worldbank.org. Washington, DC: World Bank. https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/3f1e4f05-f20b-51e0-ad64-a5d6ea2bb99

· New Methodology Shows that 258 Million Children, Adolescents and Youth Are Out of School - World. (2019). ReliefWeb. https://reliefweb.int/report/world/new-methodology-shows-258-million-children-adolescents-and-youth-are-out-school

Including newer studies will make the manuscript more up to date and relevant.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the article is generally understandable but not fully suitable for scholarly communication. Some sentences are long, complex, or awkwardly structured, which may confuse readers. There are also minor grammatical issues and word choices that need refinement. Overall, the English is acceptable but requires editing for clarity, conciseness, and academic tone to meet the standards of an international scholarly journal.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is valuable and scientifically correct, but it needs improvements in English clarity, abstract structure, and inclusion of more recent references. With these revisions, the paper will be much stronger for publication.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Jonah O. Gonzalo, National Aviation Academy of The Philippines, Philippines

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

