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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significant value for the scientific community as it provides rare field-based evidence of climate-driven phenological shifts in a keystone Himalayan species across an altitudinal gradient. By integrating climatic data, local ecological knowledge, and direct observations, it offers a holistic understanding of how warming trends are advancing flowering in Rhododendron arboreum. The findings strengthen global phenology-climate datasets and highlight the vulnerability of Himalayan ecosystems to rapid warming, with potential implications for pollinator interactions, species distribution, and biodiversity conservation. Importantly, the study underscores the urgent need for long-term monitoring and region-specific conservation strategies in climate-sensitive mountain landscapes.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “Climate-Driven Early Flowering in Rhododendron: Field Observations Across Altitudes in Bageshwar, Western Himalaya”, is clear and relevant. It highlights climate impact, early flowering, the species, study method, and location. Overall, it is suitable.

However, it can be made slightly more concise and scientifically focused by emphasizing phenology, altitude, and climate warming. Here are a few alternative suggestions:

Suggested Alternative Titles

1. Climate-Induced Advancement in Rhododendron Flowering Along Altitudinal Gradients in the Western Himalaya


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive, but it can be made clearer and more concise. I suggest the following short improvements:

Suggestions

· Correct minor grammar and remove repeated words (e.g., “local inhabitants also residents”).

· Add a brief mention of sample size for credibility (e.g., “150 respondents”).

· Clearly state the temperature change time period (e.g., “1.3°C rise over the last decade”).

· Shorten long sentences for better readability.

· End with a strong concluding line that emphasizes conservation implications.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The observations, climate data, and conclusions are consistent with established research on climate-driven phenological shifts in the Himalaya. Only minor clarifications on data source details and observation sample size would further strengthen clarity and rigor.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are relevant, but adding a few more recent studies (from the last 3–5 years) would strengthen the scientific context. Including recent Himalayan phenology and climate-impact publications is recommended.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally understandable and conveys the scientific content, but it needs minor editing to meet scholarly publication standards. There are a few grammatical errors, repetitions, and long sentences that should be refined for clarity and professional tone. With light proofreading and polishing, it will be suitable for scholarly communication.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript presents an important and timely study on climate-driven phenological shifts in Rhododendron arboreum across altitudinal gradients in the Western Himalaya. The combination of field observations, climate data, literature review, and local ecological knowledge provides a strong interdisciplinary approach. The study contributes valuable baseline information for understanding climate sensitivity in Himalayan ecosystems and highlights implications for conservation and species distribution. Minor language editing, clearer presentation of some methodological details, and addition of a few recent references will further enhance the clarity and scientific rigor. Overall, this is a meaningful contribution to Himalayan climate-phenology research.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No, there are no ethical issues apparent in this manuscript. The study involves field observations, climate data analysis, literature review, and informal local interviews. As long as the interviews followed standard ethical norms (voluntary participation, no personal data disclosed, and respect for local knowledge), the work meets ethical expectations
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