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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	In reference to author’s title; 1. The findings can inform policy and planning for drinking water resources management in the region and other similar regions.
2. Data generated can support environmental and public health assessments by identifying potential contaminants.

3. Approach applied advances methodological applications in geochemical and geostatistical analysis.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No. suggest topic reads ‘geochemical and geostatistical analysis of Groundwater Quality patterns in Dutsin-Ma Town, Katsina State.
Word ‘multivariate’ should be removed as method of analyzing data and results using the method are not captured anywhere in paper. E.g methods like PCA, CLUSTER ANALYSIS
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is ok but propose second sentence be fragmented and revised to read’ A total of 34 water samples from boreholes and hand dug wells was obtained using a combination of stratified and purposive sampling techniques.  A total of 12 parameters were analysed based on standard laboratory procedures.
On results word multivariate should be deleted as method of data analysis using multivariate techniques is not captured. ‘Results of the geochemical analysis were subjected to multivariate geostatistical analysis to establish the groundwater quality variations
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes.
1. Methodologies applied are standard scientific approaches in groundwater studies.

2. Standards of writing all sections from title to references meet required standards for academic writing. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No suggestion
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	- Introduction, literature review and Research gap is clear and meets requirements for scholarly writing,
-Word surface patterns in any section of paper should be replaced with spatial patterns. Reason; surface properties that affect groundwater quality not presented in paper. But spatial patterns among the boreholes and shallow wells well presented.
- et al is italized and not italized in various sections  of the paper and recommend a uniform format should be adopted

- All sections from introduction are well written but word ‘multivariate techniques’eg PCA, CLUSTER ANALYSIS not represented in this paper.

- The total area of the town under study should be captured in section 2.
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