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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. The manuscript provides an empirical evidence on the performance of RRBs after mergers and amalgamations which is underexplored area of research. 

2. It highlights consolidation strategies that affect operational efficiency and financial stability and offered practical implications for banking regulators (RBI and Government – Policy makers). 

3. The researcher applied quantitative tools to measure post-merger efficiency of RRBs which is highly useful for further research. 

4. The findings this paper explains that mergers and amalgamations enhance institutional capacity, aligning with broader goals of financial inclusion and economic resilience.

5. The study proves that, the merger of RRBs, as demonstrated by JRGB's post-merger achievements, has fulfilled its policy goal of creating a more resilient, efficient, and inclusive rural banking system capable of fostering regional economic development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is OK. It is furnishes clearly the main focus of the study. It straightly reflects the major variables under investigation—mergers, amalgamations, and efficiency of RRBs. 

Author may consider this alternative title: 

Impact of Mergers and Amalgamations on the Efficiency of Regional Rural Banks - An Evidence from Jharkhand State 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes. The abstract presented key ideas of examining the impact of mergers and amalgamations on the efficiency of RRBs. 
If the author uses CAMEL approach, It would be more effective. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically correct because it adopted a logical and systematic approach to examine the effects of mergers and amalgamations on the operational efficiency of Regional Rural Banks.

The author used the case study method which was appropriate for understanding post-merger efficiency at a micro level.

The findings were also consistent with existing literature and contribute to policy-relevant insights for banking reforms. 

But the author was not clearly provided the statistical tools, data period, and robustness tests used to validate the results.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Given references cited in the manuscript are appear to be relevant and adequate and assist the present study’s literature review and theoretical framework. 

But, the references list would benefit from the inclusion of more recent studies (from the last five years), particularly those focusing on post-merger efficiency in Indian banks and financial inclusion policies. 


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The used language i.e. English in the manuscript is clear, understandable and appropriate for scholarly communication. The author is advised to go for minor editing to improve grammar, sentence structure to increase the overall readability and academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This article/manuscript offers a relevant and well-structured analysis of the impact of mergers and amalgamations on efficiency of RRB in Jharkhand State. It also offers valuable insights for policy and further research. However, minor corrections are required in respect of language and references to improve its quality.
Author should clearly provide the statistical tools, data period, and robustness tests used to validate the results.
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