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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. The manuscript offers a thorough examination of the relationship between Official Development Assistance (ODA) and poverty alleviation within ECOWAS countries, focusing on a significant timeframe from 2000 to 2024. The authors have effectively contextualised their study within the broader literature on development assistance, highlighting ongoing challenges and gaps that remain in both academia and policymaking.

2. The issue of poverty in West Africa is both critical and timely, considering the dire statistics on poverty levels in the ECOWAS region. The manuscript rightly emphasises the need for effective interventions, making it a valuable contribution to discussions on economic development.

3. The adoption of a dynamic panel data model, specifically using the Generalised Method of Moments (GMM), demonstrates an appropriate methodological choice to address potential endogeneity, heteroscedasticity, and autocorrelation. This choice strengthens the reliability of the findings and supports nuanced insights.

4. The recommendations for targeting ODA towards specific sectors such as agriculture, education, healthcare, and infrastructure are both practical and grounded in the findings. This targeted approach could guide policymakers in making informed decisions regarding aid allocation. The manuscript successfully identifies gaps within existing literature, particularly emphasising the need for a comprehensive analysis of ECOWAS countries as individual entities. This adds a unique and valuable perspective to the current body of research.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The introductory section should be rewritten. The paper should follow this format: Introduction, Literature Review, Methods & Tools, Discussion and Analysis, Conclusion. The Introduction Section should be written based on essential and significant new sources, including those provided in the insertion commentaries in the main manuscript. What is the difference between a longitudinal analysis and dynamic panel data, as indicated in the manuscript, in setting the justification? Why is the focus from 2000 to 2024? How is your ECOWAS focus different from that of Liu (2023)? Explain the Conceptual Framework. What is the meaning of the term “Empirical Review”?

While the manuscript provides an overview of ODA’s positive impacts on poverty reduction, a more in-depth analysis of the mechanisms through which ODA influences poverty alleviation would enhance the readers' understanding. This could involve case studies or more specific examples from selected ECOWAS countries. Although the period of analysis extends to 2024, the manuscript could benefit from an engaging discussion on the implications of emerging trends, such as climate change or the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on ODA effectiveness and poverty rates. Incorporating such contemporary issues would provide a more robust perspective.

While the authors rightly emphasise the differences among ECOWAS countries, it would be helpful to discuss how these differences may influence the effectiveness of ODA. A comparative analysis within the findings could mitigate overgeneralisation and provide more nuanced insights specific to varying contexts. The manuscript occasionally uses technical language that may not be accessible to all readers. Simplifying some terminology or providing a glossary could aid in making the study more inclusive.

This manuscript presents a valuable contribution to the literature surrounding ODA and poverty reduction in ECOWAS countries. While there are strengths in its methodology and relevance, addressing the areas for improvement would enhance its impact and comprehensiveness. The findings should resonate well with policymakers and stakeholders, potentially guiding more effective resource allocation in the region. With some revisions, this study holds the promise of being a substantial addition to ongoing discussions on development aid in West Africa. 
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	Cite sources to give credibility to the employed method.

The findings should resonate well with policymakers and stakeholders, potentially guiding more effective resource allocation in the region. With some revisions, this study holds the promise of being a substantial addition to ongoing discussions on development aid in West Africa. Cite sources to give credibility to the employed method. 
The Literature Review Section and the Introduction Section require major revisions. 
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