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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is generally well-written, clear, and scientifically sound. The study design, methodology, and presentation of results are appropriate for the stated objectives. Only minor corrections are required, mainly related to terminology consistency (use of Streptococcus mutans instead of S. aureus in the conclusion), minor grammatical improvements, and inclusion of a brief note on study limitations.
Overall, the work contributes useful preliminary evidence supporting the antibacterial potential of neem and mint leaves in oral hygiene and can be considered for publication after minor revision.

Abstract

· In the sentence “(p = 0.081; p > 0.05.” — the parenthesis is not closed. Please correct it to “(p = 0.081; p > 0.05).”

Materials and methods

· Please specify whether the study used a parallel group design or a cross-over design.

· The statement “60 students (30 sample for neem & 30 for mint)” suggests two independent groups, but the later phrase “a total of 120 samples” implies repeated measures (pre- and post-chewing). Clarify this structure clearly.

· Clarify if both male and female participants were included. Mention whether informed consent was obtained (if not already specified elsewhere).

· Mention the manufacturer or supplier of Mutans-Sanguis agar (e.g., Himedia, Mumbai, India).

· Clarify if the quantity of leaves (3–4) was standardized by weight (grams) for consistency. Mention whether saliva collection was done at a specific time of day to minimize diurnal variation in salivary composition.

The authors are advised to include a separate subsection on Statistical Analysis within the Materials and Methods. It should specify the statistical test used, the software employed, and the threshold for statistical significance (p < 0.05). Including these details will enhance the methodological transparency and scientific rigor of the study. 

Conclusion

· The conclusion summarizes the main findings well; however, there is an inconsistency in the bacterial species mentioned, the rest of the study focuses on Streptococcus mutans, but here it is written as Streptococcus aureus. This appears to be a typographical or factual error and should be corrected to maintain scientific accuracy.

· The authors may consider adding a future perspective, suggesting further studies to evaluate long-term effects or identify the specific bioactive compounds responsible for antibacterial action.
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