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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper addresses issues highly relevant to the financial governance of microfinance institutions in developing countries. The research's focus on separating the three dimensions of external auditing—financial, compliance, and operational—is innovative and helps understand their respective contributions to financial reporting quality. This study is important for academics, regulators, and practitioners seeking to improve transparency and accountability in the microfinance sector.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is concise, precise, and clearly reflects the purpose and scope of the study. It effectively encompasses the three independent variables (financial audit, compliance, and operational aspects) and the dependent variable (financial reporting quality). No changes are needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is complete and explains the background, methods, results, and recommendations of the study. However, this section is somewhat lengthy and should be condensed to around 250 words by summarizing the theory and recommendations for greater efficiency.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Scientifically, this manuscript is strong: the problem statement is clear, the objectives are specific, and the quantitative methods are appropriate. The statistical analysis was conducted correctly and the interpretation is accurate. However, claims of causality should be made with greater caution due to the cross-sectional study design. The addition of a conceptual model diagram would also clarify the theoretical relationships between variables.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The bibliography is adequate, with most sources from 2016–2023, indicating good relevance. It would be stronger if some global references, such as OECD or IFAC reports on audit theory and MFI governance, were included. Citation formatting should be standardized according to the journal's style (e.g., APA or a numbering system).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is generally clear and professional, but some sentences are too long and dense. Simpler sentence structure would make it easier to read. The style is appropriate for academic communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this paper makes an important contribution by distinguishing audit dimensions in the context of microfinance institutions. The findings have strong policy implications for improving audit regulation and governance practices in developing countries.
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