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	This manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community as it contributes to the growing body of knowledge on the relationship between external auditing practices and financial reporting quality in microfinance institutions, a sector that remains underexplored in emerging economies. By empirically distinguishing between financial, compliance, and operational audits, the study provides a nuanced understanding of how each audit dimension influences reporting transparency, accountability, and credibility. The integration of Agency Theory, Accountability Theory, and Stakeholder Theory offers a strong theoretical foundation that enriches the conceptual discourse on governance and disclosure mechanisms in financial institutions. Moreover, the use of robust quantitative methods and real-world data from Cameroonian MFIs enhances the study’s empirical validity and provides actionable insights for regulators, practitioners, and policymakers. The findings not only advance academic research in auditing and financial reporting but also serve as a practical guide for improving audit quality and governance in the microfinance sector globally. Overall, the manuscript bridges theoretical perspectives and empirical evidence, reinforcing the critical role of external auditing in promoting financial integrity and institutional sustainability.
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