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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to agricultural science by addressing the critical challenge of declining soil fertility and low fertilizer use efficiency in sub-Saharan Africa, particularly Ghana. The study provides valuable empirical evidence on the effectiveness of briquette fertilizer technology as a sustainable alternative to conventional granular fertilizers, which is highly relevant for improving maize productivity and food security in resource-constrained farming systems. The multi-locational field trials at Amantin and Nsapor offer robust and practical insights that can guide policy makers, extension services, and smallholder farmers in adopting more efficient nutrient management strategies. Furthermore, this research contributes to the broader scientific discourse on sustainable intensification of agriculture by demonstrating how slow-release fertilizer technologies can enhance nutrient use efficiency while reducing environmental losses, thereby supporting both productivity and environmental sustainability goals.
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	Yes, the title is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Add a structured abstract (approximately 200-300 words) that includes:

 Background/Introduction: Brief context on maize importance and soil fertility challenges.
Objectives: Clear statement of research aims

Methods: Brief description of experimental design, locations, treatments, and key measurements

Results: Summary of main findings (e.g., best performing treatments, yield increases)

Conclusion: Key implications and recommendations.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The research demonstrates several strengths:

Rigorous experimental design: RCBD with four replications across two locations

Comprehensive data collection: Includes soil analysis (pre and post-harvest), phenological parameters, vegetative growth measurements, and yield components

Appropriate statistical analysis: ANOVA with Tukey's HSD test at 5% probability level

Well-documented methodology: Detailed descriptions of field procedures, soil sampling, and analytical methods following established protocols (AOAC, IITA, Bray & Kutz)

Sound interpretation: Results are logically discussed in relation to existing literature

Multi-locational validation: Testing across two sites strengthens the reliability of findings
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	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent.
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	Yes, the language quality is generally good and suitable for scholarly communication.
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