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PART  1: Review Comments

	Compulsory REVISION comments
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part
in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance
of this manuscript for the scientific community. Why do you like (or dislike) this manuscript? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript is crucial for the scientific community as it combines public health and agricultural innovations, offering sustainable solutions in the coffee sector. Its findings are particularly valuable for enhancing agricultural practices while improving community health outcomes. As a public health practitioner and agricultural inventor
in the coffee sector, I appreciate the manuscript's potential to foster both environmental sustainability and public well-being.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is engaging
	




	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract provides a clear introduction to the study's focus on the trade of medicinal plant products (MPP) in Margibi County, Liberia, and the role that medicinal plants play in traditional African medicine, particularly in the context of Liberia. However, a more comprehensive analysis of the study's objectives, methods, findings, and implications is essential to fully appreciate its significance and ensure a thorough understanding of the research.

The introduction of the abstract emphasizes the longstanding use of medicinal plants in traditional medicine in Liberia, highlighting how local knowledge has empowered communities to develop plant-based products. This historical context is crucial as it sets the stage for the emergence of a trade system that supports local economies. The study aims to provide a market profile analysis of this trade, examining aspects such as product origins, peak sale times, and the socio-economic characteristics of the traders involved. However, the abstract could benefit from more detailed information on the study's specific research questions and hypotheses to guide the reader's expectations.

In terms of methodology, the abstract mentions the use of qualitative data analysis but lacks specifics about the data collection process. Including details about whether interviews, surveys, or direct observations were used would offer clarity and demonstrate the robustness of the study. Additionally, while narrative analysis is mentioned, a brief explanation of why this analytical method was chosen would help justify its appropriateness for the research. Clarifying these aspects would enhance the abstract's transparency and provide a better understanding of how the study's conclusions were derived.

The findings section of the abstract highlights key insights into the origins of MPP in Liberia, with percentages provided for different regions. This level of detail is helpful, but more specific quantitative data related to trade volumes, pricing, and economic impact would further strengthen the analysis. Furthermore, the abstract notes that women represent the majority of traders in the MPP trade, which is a valuable socio-economic observation. However, it would be beneficial to elaborate on the reasons behind this gender disparity and the broader implications for gender dynamics in the region's economy. Additionally, while the study identifies low-profit margins as a significant challenge, the abstract does not delve deeply into the root causes of these economic issues. Further explanation of how limited investment and inadequate record-keeping contribute to this problem would offer a more nuanced analysis of the challenges faced by MPP traders.

The abstract concludes with a recommendation for policy initiatives to formalize the MPP trade and improve access to financial resources and services. While this suggestion is valuable, it could be enhanced by discussing the potential long-term benefits of such policies. For example, formalizing the trade could lead to better regulatory oversight, improved product quality, and greater opportunities for public health interventions, especially in areas where access to Western medicine is limited. Moreover, a discussion of how these policy
changes could foster economic growth, not only for traders but for the broader community, would provide a more comprehensive view of the study's implications.

The abstract provides a solid overview of the study's findings but could benefit from a more detailed analysis of the methodology, deeper exploration of the key challenges facing the MPP trade, and a broader discussion of the implications for public health and economic development. By incorporating these elements, the abstract would offer a more comprehensive understanding of the research and its relevance to both academic and policy-making audiences.
	

	Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?
	The manuscript is well-structured and appropriate for its scientific purpose, following a clear and logical flow of sections that enhances the reader’s understanding of the research. The subsections, including the Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, and Discussion, are systematically organized and serve their
distinct functions effectively. The Abstract concisely outlines the study's purpose, methods, and key findings, setting the stage for the more detailed sections. The Introduction provides the necessary background, explaining the importance of medicinal plants in African traditional medicine, particularly in Liberia, while framing the
economic significance of the medicinal plant products (MPP) trade. This contextual foundation helps readers
appreciate the study’s relevance to both the public health and economic spheres.

The Materials and Methods section is detailed and methodologically sound, describing the sampling process, study area, and data collection methods clearly. The choice of focusing on three major markets in Margibi County, Liberia, reflects a thoughtful selection, given their accessibility and volume of trade. Furthermore, the selection of 32 respondents, representing 80% of the total population of medicinal plant sellers in the region, ensures that the data gathered is both representative and comprehensive. The inclusion of both structured and informal interviews captures a range of insights from the key actors in the supply chain—collectors, wholesalers,
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	and retailers—providing a holistic view of the trade dynamics. The narrative analysis used to interpret qualitative data aligns with the study's objectives, particularly in profiling the socio-economic characteristics of the participants.

The Results section is one of the manuscript’s strengths, as it presents clear and detailed demographic data on the medicinal plant traders in Margibi County. Tables summarizing characteristics such as gender, age distribution, marital status, and educational attainment provide transparency and allow the reader to easily grasp the social structure of the trade participants. The finding that 78.125% of the traders are women highlights the significant role women play in this trade, which has broader implications for gender dynamics in informal economies. The study also uncovers key economic challenges, such as low-profit margins, largely driven by limited investment, poor record-keeping, and the informal nature of the trade. These findings are crucial as they offer a deeper understanding of the structural barriers that prevent the growth and formalization of the medicinal plant trade.

The Discussion section ties the findings back to broader socio-economic issues, such as the role of women in the informal sector and the potential for expanding the medicinal plant trade to improve livelihoods. The manuscript successfully identifies the medicinal plant trade as a critical source of income for many low-income individuals in rural Liberia, particularly for women who are often the primary breadwinners in their households. Moreover, the manuscript provides actionable policy recommendations, suggesting that formalizing the trade, improving access to financial services, and encouraging investment could significantly enhance income levels and promote economic development. This pragmatic approach to the findings strengthens the manuscript's relevance to policymakers and development practitioners.
	

	Please write a few sentences regarding the scientific correctness of this manuscript. Why do you think that
this manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required
for this part.
	From a scientific standpoint, the manuscript is robust and technically sound. The data collection methods are comprehensive, ensuring that the research captures diverse perspectives within the supply chain. The use of both
structured and informal interviews, combined with narrative analysis, ensures that the qualitative insights are thoroughly explored and contextualized. Furthermore, the sample size and selection process lend credibility to the
results, making the findings generalizable to similar market environments. The demographic and economic data
presented in the Results section are clear and well-supported by tables, which provide an accessible summary of
the study’s key points.

The manuscript makes a significant contribution to the understanding of the medicinal plant trade in Liberia. Its well-organized structure, comprehensive methodology, and clear policy recommendations make it not only scientifically rigorous but also practically valuable. The research offers a nuanced analysis of the challenges and opportunities within the medicinal plant market, emphasizing the role of women in the trade and the economic potential that could be unlocked through formalization and investment. This makes the manuscript a robust and insightful resource for both academic researchers and policymakers interested in the intersections of public health, agriculture, and economic development.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have
suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references in the manuscript present a blend of both older and more recent sources, offering a solid
foundation for the study's context. However, while the references adequately cover various aspects of the medicinal plant trade and its socio-economic implications, their recency could be improved to ensure the research reflects the latest developments in the field.

The inclusion of studies addressing traditional medicine, trade dynamics, and the role of women in informal economies contributes to a comprehensive understanding of the subject. For instance, references like Hwang et al. (2020) and Mcata and Qapeshu (2019) provide relevant insights that are crucial for framing the research. However, some older references, such as Botha (2004), may not encompass the latest trends and shifts in the medicinal plant market, which is increasingly dynamic.

To enhance the manuscript's robustness, it would be advantageous to incorporate more recent studies from the last five to eight years. This could include updated data on global medicinal plant market trends, recent case studies, and policy analyses that reflect the evolving landscape of herbal medicine trade. By integrating current literature, the manuscript would not only demonstrate a thorough engagement with the topic but also ensure that its findings and recommendations are grounded in the most relevant and contemporary research. Moreover, while the existing references provide a good starting point, expanding and updating them would significantly strengthen the manuscript’s credibility and relevance in the academic discourse surrounding medicinal plant products.
	







 (
Re
v
i
e
w
 
F
o
r
m
 
3
)
Created by: DR                                           Checked by: PM                                          Approved by: MBM                                                              Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


	Minor REVISION comments

Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	
The language quality of the article is generally suitable for scholarly communication, but there are areas that could be improved for clarity and conciseness. While the writing effectively conveys the main points and findings, some sentences could be simplified for better readability. Minor grammatical errors and awkward phrasing can distract from the manuscript's professional tone.

Additionally, while the vocabulary is appropriate, incorporating more precise terminology and discipline-specific jargon would enhance the article's academic rigor. Overall, refining sentence structures and correcting grammatical issues would improve the manuscript's clarity and professionalism, making it more accessible and impactful in the academic community.
	

	Optional/General comments
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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