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ABSTRACT

For society to survive there is need to be proactive, there is need for the provisions of basic societal needs. This needs are security, shelter and food. Overtime the Nigerian state has been faced with debilitating and cancerous issues of insecurity, which has affected every strata of human existence. Fulani herders and farmers conflict has posed serious threat to the availability of food in Nigeria at large. Aside the threat on food security, there is mass destruction of Lives and property. The study adopted the qualitative method of data collection, by using secondary sources which implies gathering of information through the use of Internet, articles, and already written related document on the subject of discourse. The study focused on the Nigerian state  and scope of analysis covers from 2016-2022. The study adopted the frustration- aggression theory. The study further reveals the consequences of food insecurity in Nigeria, the causes of the conflict, a snapshot scenario in some selected states like Ebonyi, Benue,and Nasarawa state, the mechanisms (measures) to resolve the conflict was discussed. Based on the findings it was discovered that, the conflict has tremendous effect on the lives and property of the Nigerian state. Recommendations were provided.

Key words: Consequences, Conflict, Fulani herders, Farmers, Food security.
 1.1
INTRODUCTION
Conflict remains one of the major challenges bedeviling Nigerian society as well as African continent aside poverty, as it threatens constantly the security of the country and mostly the security of the people. Onay (2023) writes "conflict is pervasive and inevitable because whenever people interacts there is always possibility of the emergence or manifestation of conflicts". Therefore, conflict is an indispensable phenomenon in the family, state, and of course society. One fundamental factor that triggers conflict in society is interest. It could be correct to opine that interest is the driving instrument of conflict. Fulani herders and farmer conflict, Boko Haram, banditry, communal conflicts has taken grip of the Nigerian society and it is altruism that this conflict obviously serve as a threat to food availability, socio-economic development, lives and property.

To reiterate, conflict between the herders and farmers is that of interest. This conflict is mostly orchestrated as a result of the trampling and trespassing of the herders with their cattle's along the farm paths, which without doubt, the cattles destroys crops in the farms as a result of no proper or negligence in the control of the cattles by the herders. The Fulani herders and farmers conflict are not a one-way conflict, both have suffered causalities. However, from 2010 to 2013, Fulani militants killed around 80 people. In 2014 alone, Fulani militants (who are also herdsmen) killed a total 1229 people. So also in 2016, Global Terrorism Index (2016) reported that more than 1,200 people lost their lives to herder’s attacks. This made the Fulani herdsmen the fourth deadliest group (Ezemenaka et.al, 2019; GTI, 2016). 

It is also pertinent to note that in several parts of Nigeria, herder- farmer disputes frequently result in loss of lives and destruction of farms, farm produce and displacement of local communities and farm settlements. The middle Belt (North central) particularly Benue, Taraba, Nasarawa, Plateau and Niger states are especially prone. The states in the South West, South South and North East, and North West Zones are also affected. In Nigeria South East states, the impacts of herder-farmer conflicts are widening. Farm settlements and food hubs in the five states like Enugu with much result recorded in areas like Adani, Nimbo, Eha-Amufu, Ugbawka, Oduma, Nde-Abbor, and Awgu. In  Ebonyi state areas mostly affected are, Izzi, Ikwo, Ezza, Ezillo and Egedegede. In Anambra state areas like Igbarian, Ebenebe, Ogbu, Umulum, Omor and Oba- Anam. In Imo state, Ohaji -Egbema are affected also and places like Isuochi-Umunochi, Ngwa, Oboro, Ibere and Ariam in Abia State are the epicenters of these herder-farmer conflicts. These communities and farm settlements cultivate rice, yam, cassava, and other crops and cereals in commercial quantities (Uzodinma, 2021).
Data from Nextier SPD violent conflict Database shows that from September 2020 to September 2021, farmer- herder conflicts occurred 71 times, accounting for 406 deaths, 49 injured, and 15 kidnapped people.... The North Central region remains the hotbed for farmer- herder conflicts (in terms of incidents), while the North West is the most violent in terms of casualties per incident. The North Central region recorded 58 percent incidents, and accounted for 61 percent of the casualties. At same time, the South West region, on the other hand, recorded the second highest number of incidents (25 percent of the total) only 12 percent of the deaths. The North West region recorded 4 percent of the incidents but 15 percent of the deaths.... It is worthy to note that although South East recorded 6 percent of the incidents, it accounted for 9 percent of the deaths. The South has 6 percent of incidents but only 3 percent of the casualties. 

Between 2016 and June 2022, the conflict directly resulted in more than 150 deaths of herder and farmers in the South East. It has also claimed large numbers of injured or missing. Thousands have been displaced with countless properties burnt crop farmers destroyed (Nextier SPD, 2021; Uzodinma, E. 2021; Punch, 2021). In some part of the country the conflict has ruined many people source of survival and increases unemployment as well.

The adverse effect of the conflict is mostly felt on the lives of people who are prone to hunger, starvation and homeless as well, this is as a result of the quantum destruction of crops and houses in the communities. The planting season and harvest period are two critical times for farmers and so, by the destruction of farms during this period of course triggers serious quarrel, whereby if not control would be devastating and would lead to the possession of small arms and weapons by one group against the other. The conflict has large consequences on food security. Food security is the enablement of food availability; it is concern with the making or provisions of food for human and societal sustainability. The absence of it (food) is food insecurity which the resultant effect is hunger and starvation. Hunger and starvation later on could lead to the perpetration of more crimes especially by the teenagers and youths in general. Food security in Nigeria is a very critical aspect of human existence, this is why the government needs to swindle into actions on how to tackle the incidence.

The Farmers-herdsmen conflict remains the major issue in Nigeria and it has assumed very dangerous dimensions with unimaginable consequences for food security. States like Benue, Plateau, Nasarawa, Niger, Kogi, etc. are still experiencing the menace of farmers-herdsmen crises, and the implication of these crises in all these communities is that economic activities including the production of food are often threatened to result in widespread hunger and malnutrition (Okolie and Atelhe, 2013). Adisa (2012) observed that Farmers-herders crisis remains the most preponderant resource-use conflict in Nigeria found in nearly every part of Nigeria. Today, these conflicts have constituted several threats to the means of survival and livelihood of both farmers and herdsmen and have demonstrated high potential increase in insecurity and food crisis particularly in the rural communities where most of the crises are localized, with reverberating consequences nationwide (Wudaba and Ishaku, 2017). The causes of the crises have been traceable to the policy gap and underdevelopment of grazing lands, land ownership and utilization system, increase in production due to the increase in population, climate change, induced competition for resources, poverty, insurgency, armed robbery, corruption, economic sabotage and environmental degradation. These causes by implication have resulted in internal displacement, loss of life and property, destruction of farm crops, cattle rustling and killing of cows, hunger and insecurity (Fasona, Adebayo and Olufemi, 2016). 
1.2
Statement of the Problem

The food insecurity posed as a result  of herdsmen and Farmers conflicts is a problem of concern in Africa especially Nigeria where competition over resources forms the basis or bedrock of such conflicts as well as other related crises. At the time the country was struggling to liberate itself from the "tooth" and "horns" of Boko Haram that she was held to, Fulani herders- farmers conflict surfaces. For many years Nigeria has been seriously threatened by herdsmen and farmers clashes which have been exacerbated in recent years. It has therefore been considered to be a major potential threat affecting Nigerians mostly on the part of agricultural activities in the country.
Nigeria is seriously threatened by herdsmen and farmers crisis and therefore considered to be a major potential threat affecting Nigerians mostly on the part of socio-economic activities of the country. It also poses a serious obstacle to a successful national economy and has become a major threat to the national security and development of Nigeria due to the fact that its increased operation has caused diversion and removed government attention on some key areas of the economy, as huge amount of human and material resources are channeled towards curbing the menace. In the course of these conflicts, farmers have at certain times, taken up weapons to counter the attacks from the Fulani herdsmen, claiming to do so in self-defense. 
In recent years, most herdsmen have permanently moved to the southern part of the country where they now live and graze their livestock. This permanent settlement in the south has triggered conflict between herdsmen and farmers in the southern part of the country. The causes of the conflict between the herdsmen and farmers can be attributed to a lot of factors which include underdevelopment of grazing lands, land ownership and utilization, climate change, competition for resources, increase in production due to increase in population and other environmental factors (Fajonyomi et al., 2018). The conflict between herdsmen and farmers has led to wanton destruction of farmlands, properties and killings of farmers in the south eastern part of the country. The invasion of farmlands which has led to killing of farmers has prompted many farmers to abandon their farms for fear of being maimed or killed by the herdsmen. The destruction of farmlands and killing of farmers across the south eastern part of the country has forced many farmers to abandon their farmlands. This will no doubt have adverse effect on Nigerian quest for food security. Food security in Nigeria can only be achieved when there is adequate security for farmers to carry out their farming activities. A situation where farmers can no longer access their farmland is big challenge in achieving food security in Nigeria. It is against this backdrop that this study is carried out to investigate the consequences of Fulani herdsmen and farmers’ conflict on food security in Nigeria.

From the above explication, it is crystal clear that the activities of Fulani herders has cause a breakdown of progress by farmers in Nigeria as they (farmers) are been aggravated with fears.  The constant destruction of vital economic crops like rice, cassava, Yam, vegetables, would prone  Nigeria to "hunger capital" of the world if not curtail timely.
1.3
Research Questions
1.
What are the consequences of Fulani herders and Farmers conflict on food security?

2.
What are the causes of the conflict?

3.
What are the mechanisms employ to resolving the conflict?

2.1
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1.1
Fulani herders and farmers conflict in Nigeria: A concise exploration 
Insecurity has been a serious challenge in Nigeria, every year comes with it insecurity peculiarity, this issue has devastating effect in all spheres of the Nigerian society. The economic and social aspect of human is threatened as a result of the constant attacks on lives and property. Fulani herders in Nigeria are cattle rearers who travels across the length and breadth of the Nigerian society in search of greener pastures for their livestocks. This journey of course has resulted into constant friction between the host community and the herdsmen.

Conflict has been a constant and pressing situation in Africa ,with a large impact on  socioeconomic development and food security. Nigeria as a point of focus has equally been confronted with the debilitating presence of conflict which has engender lives and property. The most dreaded conflict confronting the Nigerian society is the herders-farmers conflict, after the Boko Haram insurgency. The activism by the herders has resulted to food shortage in the country.
Many scholars (Bassett 1986; de Haan, van Driel, and Kruithof 1990; Diallo 2000; and Tonah 2006) have pointed out that this conflict between the farmers and herders has always been latent though native authorities were always prompt in redressing any identified conflict trigger. To that extent, one can submit that far from being antagonists, the farmers and herders were rather symbiotic in their relations. As Moritz (2010) remarked, “many communities of farmers and herders had built interdependent relationships with one another through emergent processes of exchange”. Diallo (2000) and Tonah (2006), described this interdependence as a symbiotic relationship in which the two communities form host stranger relationships with one another. Such host-stranger relationships exist in so many parts of Nigeria especially between the Fulani herdsmen and host communities in the central regions of Nigeria.

The contest for access and utilization of land based resources, especially pasture and water, farmers and Fulani herdsmen can be explained in the context of the peasant and nomadic economic production systems adopted by both groups. The farmers in the Middle Belt and Southern Nigeria are not nomads. They are sedentary people basically because they cultivate their land all year round. Incidentally, population increase has put enormous pressure on access to available land even among farmers. Declining soil fertility, erosion, climate change and modernity have also impacted traditional agricultural practices in a way that challenges the very livelihood of farmers (Tyubee, 2006).A number of factors have conspired to challenge the Fulani’s economic livelihood, including the clash of modernism with traditionalism. The Fulani have resisted modernity and hence their system of production and consumption has remained largely unaltered in the face of population growth and modernization. Environmental factors constitute a major set of issues affecting the Fulani economy, including the pattern of rainfall, its distribution and seasonality, and the extent to which this affects land utilization. Closely related to this is the pattern of vegetation, compartmentalized into semi-arid and forest areas. This vegetation pattern determines pasture availability, inaccessibility, and insects’ predation (Iro, 1991). Vegetation pattern therefore explains pastoral migration. The disappearance of grazing routes and reserves due to farming activities thus set the tone for contemporary conflicts between nomadic pastoralist Fulanis and their host farming communities.

Pressure for access to grazing lands have forced the nomadic herdsmen further down south into the Igbo heartland, where the effort by the native people to protect their cultivated farmlands have pitted them against the Fulani herdsmen. Recently, Nimbo community in Enugu, South-east Nigeria was brutally attacked by herdsmen on allegations of cattle rustling and harbouring someone who allegedly murdered a Fulani herdsman. What is actually worrisome is the caliber of guns at the disposal of the herdsmen. Many of them are seen moving with their herds with AK-47 and Ak-49 assault rifles. The current secretary of Miyetti Allah explained recently in an interview (Ayorinde, Olokun, The News Magazine, October 4th 2016), that the Fulani herdsmen carry guns to protect themselves and their cattle. 
The introduction of the Grazing Routes Bill seemed to have peeled public confidence and created the impression of Fulani political domination of other sections of Nigeria. This is why any herders-farmers conflict in Nigeria is viewed, especially by non-Moslems as an attempt to Islamize the country. Stripped to its bare-bones, this bill seeks to use the apparatus of government to dispossess other people of their ancestral land inheritance and hand same over to the Fulani herdsmen. When this is done, the original owners of the land would become refugees in their own space and subject to the whims and caprices of Fulani cattle rearers (Nwankwo, 2016).

2.1.2
Consequences of Food Insecurity In Nigeria
Most scarring aspect of herders-farmers conflict aside the claims of lives, is it devastating consequences on food security. Food is an essential commodity to human and this is why the agricultural sector always draws out blueprint on how to improve and make food available. The enemy to this food availability is the ceaseless conflict that has existed overtime between the rival groups that is Fulani herders and the farmers.

Conceptually, food security has plethora definition, but what is most peculiar in this diverse of definition is that all definitions point out that food security is the making of food available, accessible and affordable. According to World Bank (1986) Food Security is the condition in which all has access to adequate food to live healthy and productive. To Pottier (1999), food security involves interconnected domains with questions of agriculture, society, environment, employment and income, marketing, health and nutrition, and public policy. United States Agency for International Development USAID Bureau for Africa, (1986) (cited in Eme, Onyishi Uche and Uche, 2014) also defines food security as a situation when all people at all times have physical, social and economic access to sufficient food to meet their dietary needs for a productive and healthy life. World Bank again (2007) further defines food security as a threefold concept. These are food availability, food affordability and food accessibility. Food availability for households means ensuring sufficient food for the households through production. The above definitions, no doubt, point to at least two parts of this complex concept: access to available food and adequate nutrient intake for sustainable health.

Nigeria is under a severe internal and security threat as the threat has political, economic and environmental dimensions. Each of these dimensions has critically affected the stability of the nation and can be traced to many factors in which the Fulani-herdsmen appears to be major factor. Most worrisome in the present development is the pillaging, raping, killing and kidnapping by the so-called Fulani herdsmen. Stories are found in the national dailies on daily basis of how these shepherds strategically attack several communities and houses, with sophisticated assault guns-AK-47(Mathias,2021).

According to Okereke (2012) and Bello (2013), the conflicts in most part of Nigeria especially between the Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash, are largely uncalled for. Farmers can no longer farm peacefully because of Fulani herdsmen. These Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash have pitched Christians and Muslims against each other.  From the studies conducted by Okereke (2012) and Kasarachi (2016) Shows that, serious conflict erupt between Fulani herdsmen and farmers leading to loss of lives, valuable properties and destruction of vast expanse of arable agricultural farmlands thereby posing serious threat to food security since farmers for fear of attack could no longer go to farm and harvest their farm produce. The latest attacks by Fulani herdsmen are on the upsurge, with the most latest attacks in February 2018 happening in Benue State, Taraba State, Nasarawa State and few cases of attack in other states.

These extra judiciary killings have forced thousands of people to abandon their homes and farmlands for safety. The rate of insecurity occasioned by Farmers-Herders crisis in the north-central, middle-belt and southern parts of Nigeria has reduced the rate of food production in the country, thereby making farmers not to produce food in surplus as a result of fear of being killed in their various farmlands. As such, it reduces the chances of food availability in the country (Osumah, 2018).

The consequences of the conflict on food security is, it has destroy farm lands and also many cattle killed, the conflict has led to hunger and starvation, and if not properly handle in time to come Nigeria would become the world capital of "hunger and starvation", and as stated within the context of this paper earlier on, hunger and starvation would breed crime, because people would want to sort for an alternative means of survival. Aside the food security, socioeconomically, the conflict has destroy a lot of economic asset and create unemployment.

In Ebonyi, Benue, Nasarawa and other states of the federation farming is a vital aspect of life of the people, they are known for rice, yam, maize, cassava cultivation etc. This serve as source of livelihood for many, some persons get involved in menial jobs by working in the farm to earn a living. It would be a traumatic situation for them to lose their jobs to cattle's destruction of farm land. On the other hand the available food items would be sold at an astronomical rate, the food prices skyrocket and which becomes difficult to afford or buy.
The Farmers-Herders crisis in Nigeria has become alarming as it becomes a widespread phenomenon. These crises are considered as a negative phenomenon which has often led to the loss of many lives and property (Adams, Atelhe and Emmanuel, 2017). Adebayo and Olaniyi, (2008) posited that the impact of the herders-farmers conflict is one of such that has led to the displacement of the farmers from their places of origin as they have thus become Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) with far-reaching impact on farming activities. Olabode and Ajibabe (2010) further stressed that farmers-herders crises lead to widespread displacement of farmers from their farms following the destruction of farms by the invading pastoralist and subsequently a fall in farm yield as farmers abandon their more fertile farmland in avoidance of conflict and death. This shows that Herders Farmers crises lead to unsafe environment for farming, forceful relocation of farmers, and increase in the number of widows and orphans and migration to marginal areas (Ukamaka, Mbadiwe, Danjuma, Mbolle and Achonam, 2017). With this negative effect of the crises, scarcity of food items which often leads to poverty and disease is bound to prevail.

2.1.3
Causes And Fuelers Of The Conflict
Hardly is there any conflict without fuelers and causes. Every conflict is preponderance on an issue of interest. The conflict could be struggling over scarce resources and values in society. Ofem and Inyang (2014) identified some causes of conflicts between farmers and herders. They described the causes of conflicts between farmers and herdsmen in Cross River State of Nigeria by asserting that the continuous conflicts between farmers and herdsmen are mostly as a result of the destruction of farmland by the cattle. They further stated that the contamination of water by the cattle, overgrazing by the cattle, and indiscriminate defecation by the cattle have not in any way helped to resolve the problem. They also pointed to the hydra headed causes of the conflict by noting that on the part of the herdsmen, they have disregard for the traditional authority of their host communities. On the part of host community, they stated that the host communities usually harassed the herdsmen and their women.

 In another argument by De Haan (2002), he attributed the herders and farmers conflicts to the way both parties handle situations in their disposal. He stressed that the rate at which the cattle cause destruction on the farmers’ crop and some other properties such as infrastructural facilities like irrigation equipment should be seen as negligence on the part of herdsmen. On the contrary, bush burning and blockage of cattle routes and water points should be attributed to the farmers.

In a research conducted by O. O. Adebayo and Olaniyi (2008), they attributed the destruction or what they refer to as intentional grazing on farm crops as the basic cause of conflict between farmers and herdsmen. Similarly, Musa et al. (2014) in an empirical study established that there are problems on both sides (farmers and herdsmen). They argued that the act of overgrazing of cattle on farm crops by the herdsmen and the act of encroaching grazing reserves, water holes, and cattle paths by the farmers are the major cause of conflict between farmers and herdsmen. In another empirical research conducted by Adelakun et al. (2015), they found that the responses of the farmers and those of the herdsmen in Oyo State of Nigeria pointed that farm crop destructions and encroachment of the cattle path are the major causes of conflict between the farmers and herdsmen.

Other possible causes and fuelers of the Fulani herders- farmers’ conflict are briefly explain below.

a) Encroachment into Farmland: Unauthorized encroachment into farmlands has led to serious conflict between farmers and herdsmen in recent times. The herdsmen cattle stray into farmlands and destroy crop nurseries and full grown crops which the farmers hope to harvest and sell in the future. This action of herdsmen provokes farmers to go after their cattle thereby resulting to serious conflict (Ndubuisi, 2018).

b) Climate Change: Climate change is one of the major causes of conflict between farmers and herdsmen in Nigeria. The migration of Fulani herdsmen to the south for grazing of their cattle is necessitated by climate change which has brought drought and desertification to the northern region. Gleick (2010) averred that climate change has been tipped as the greatest single challenge to induce migration and population displacement. According to a report by the United Nations Institute of Peace (2018), in Egobueze et al., (2020) the reduction of animal feeds and water in the Sahel region caused by desert encroachment and drought, which has pushed nomadic cattle breeders to drift southward outside their normal grazing route while a mix of weather-related factors has pushed farmers to cultivate more land each year and thus leaves the wanderers access to water to graze their stock. The resultant effect of such migration to the south caused by drought and desertification is the herdsmen and farmers conflict in Nigeria.

c) Cattle rustling or theft: This is another major cause of conflict between famers and herdsmen in Nigeria. The Fulani herdsmen always accuse farmers of stealing their cows which leads to conflict. Cattle theft threatens the livelihood of herdsmen hence any cattle rustling is a call to war by Fulani herdsmen. Hame Saidu, a Pastoralist, stated thus “our herd is our life because to every nomad life is worthless without his cattle. What do you expect from us when our source of existence is threatened” (Hussaini, 2018). The irony of cattle rustling is that it is done by rural banditry and criminal and farmers are at the receiving end of the activities of these bandits and criminals.

d) Resource Factor: Competition over a scarce resource would increase the likelihood of the conflict (Pruitt and Kim, 2014). The cattle herders’ search for land and resources became one of the major causes of the fighting. Desert and droughts have swallowed up to 70% of grassland and droughts appear more frequently. Disagreements over the use and allocation of food and resources such as grazing areas between herders and local farmers are intense because of the interest of both parties (Ismaila and Umar, 2015). 

2.1.4 
 A Snapshot Of Few Selected States In Nigeria 

a) Ebonyi State: Just like in other part of the country, the destruction of lives and property in Ebonyi state is not different; the scenario is Ebonyi state is same as that in Benue state and the likes. According to Nnachi Edward (2022) unending crisis between herdsmen, whose animals destroy produce, and farmers in Ebonyi State poses serious threat to food security in the state and its environs.

As reported by the Punch newspaper of 8 October 2022; Forty-nine-year-old Ibiam Uchenna-Ogbuewu, a native of Ebunwana Edda community in the Afikpo South Local Government Area of Ebonyi State, alternates between conveying passengers on his commercial motorcycle and his rice farm in order to make ends meet. Uchenna-Ogbuewu has three hectares of rice farm in Oso Edda community. And with the proceeds from the farm, he operated a hitherto popular pub in Amasiri taking care of his wife, five children and aged mother. He narrates, 
“It all started around November 2019 as I was preparing to harvest rice from my farm in the Oso Edda community, when I noticed that Fulani herdsmen had destroyed about two out of the three hectares the night before.

“On getting to the farm that morning, I discovered that herdsmen had entered the farm the previous night and their cows had trampled on the ripened rice. For some minutes, I wept and asked them why they did this kind of thing, because they were still on the farm and were very relaxed. One of them said I better shut up my mouth or they would beat me up. As I was talking to the other, another one was already bringing out his dagger to attack me".

He went further: “I went to Afikpo and complained to a known Fulani leader, who promised that they would compensate me, but till date, that compensation has not come. That was the beginning of my problem. I invested about N1m, which I borrowed from a microfinance bank, in the farm and I have not been able to pay back the loan or the interest. I can’t fund my pub anymore and I equally can’t take care of my family and my health is now in a bad state because of high blood pressure.” According to him, if nothing is done to arrest the situation, acute hunger and starvation may hit the land.

Another anonymous native of Afikpo gives her account thus; “We are really suffering in this land with regard to what these cattle herders do here. They destroy our crops; they threaten our people and most times, rape our women. It is this bad and there is a need for this to stop and I call on the government to do something about it. Our farms and produce are being destroyed.”
In 2018, it was gathered that herdsmen from Mpu in Enugu State invaded farmlands in Akaeze community, Ivo Local Government Area of Ebonyi State, and destroyed crops, which angered one of the farmers, who was butchered when he confronted them. The results of the incessant destruction lead the governor to take actions. The incident forced Governor David Umahi to ban grazing in the entire Ivo LGA until investigation into the matter was concluded. Umahi summoned an emergency security meeting with security chiefs in the state, leaders of the herdsmen, local government chairmen and stakeholders in the local government and set up a 10-man committee to investigate the attacks.

In December 2019, a suspected herdsman, Laulo Isa, 20, allegedly raped a 54-year-old woman, Mrs. Mary Okereke, to death. The suspect said alcohol and anger pushed him into committing the crime. The incident happened in Ugwulangwu community, Ohaozara Local Government Area of the state on December 28, 2019, while the victim was on her way home from the farm. With the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic biting hard on the populace, observers say the negative activities of herdsmen are threatening food security and may hinder the food and agricultural policies of the Federal Government.

Also speaking on the matter, a community leader and traditionalist, Francis Ogbonnaya, said herders’ uncontrolled activities in the land were unbecoming, adding that food scarcity was imminent if the government did not rise up to the occasion. Also sharing his point of view, Omuzue Ogbonnaya, a native of Amasiri community in the Afikpo LGA, observed, “The practice of nomadism has always been there for a long time and those nomads do that to survive. I am not against that. What I am against is the herdsmen destroying farmlands and the produce of our people with their cattle. That is what I am against and every other community leader should feel bad about it. “This ugly trend should worry our leaders, because we don’t have other sources of livelihood other than farming....“It is very bad. This is definitely going to lead to food scarcity if the government doesn’t do something about it. People are suffering and you can see what COVID-19 has done to us.” (https://punchng.com/silent-suffering-ebonyi-rice-farmers-helpless-as-herdsmen-cows-destroy-farms/).
b) Benue State: The Fulani herders and Farmers Conflict in Benue state is also confronted with the challenges. Despite the fact that Benue State remains "food basket of the nation" food scarcity would loom the state as a result of the destruction of farms. According to Christ Martin (2017) in an article titled "Fulani Herdsmen- crisis in Benue State, Nigeria", describes the dispute between the Fulani Herdsmen and indigenous farmers crisis in Benue state as a long antecedent conflict. The dispute originates or emanates from an event which a Tiv farmer killed a Fulani. The Fulani Herdsmen have not forgotten the incident and the Tiv people have suffered the aftermath of such. Present day contributing factors for the current conflict between the Herdsmen and Framers involve the fierce competition for grazing land and the resentment over religious, ethnic and regional differences. Whatever the source of the conflict may be- the fact remains that the Fulani Herdsmen continue to kill men, women and children within Christian and farming communities in Benue.

 According to Peter Duru (2016) the conflict has continue unabated despite government efforts. 100 persons, mostly women, children, and elderly were slaughtered in Communities such as U kura, Gafa, Per and Tse-Gusa at Ukemgbiraghia Twarev ward, in Logo Local Government Area. The incident was a panorama. Houses, huts, farmland and food bans, economic trees and several valuables were also not spared. In a Oju Local Government Area, Six persons at Idele village were killed by the Fulani Herders. In a bid to stem the protracted crisis it claims the life of an Assistant Superintendent of Police, ASP Baba Ibrahim (Vanguard online news, 2016).
From the painted scenario of Ebonyi state, we would appreciate that, aside the narratives or account given by various indigenes of some parts of the conflict affected areas in Ebonyi state, there is peculiarity in related event across the country, which is the destruction of lives and property. The government of Ebonyi state as well as the Federal Government of Nigeria should set mechanisms on how to resolve the conflict to avoid food insecurity.
C) Nasarawa State: Just like Ebonyi, Benue and other parts of Nigeria, Nasarawa state has equally witnessed the ugly incidence of attack by Fulani Herdsmen. Adogi (2013) points out that the conflicts between the farmers and herders in Nasarawa State have been on the rise since the 1990s. According to him: 
Nigeria in general and Nasarawa in particular has experienced resource-related communal clashes (often misrepresented or mis-interpreted as ethnic, political and religious clashes) since the beginning of the 1990s. Of particular concern are the clashes between farmers and pastoralists (Fulani), especially in rural areas where the dwellers are predominantly small scale farmers. 

Nchi (2013) opines that the herder/farmer conflicts in Nasarawa State have copious economic undertones. According to him:

...these are clearly economic conflicts and are not sectarian in any way. You have migrant pastoralists on the one hand and sedentary farmers on the other hand fighting for pastures and farmlands which are decreasing as the population of humans and cattle increase.

According to the report of Punch newspaper (2021) No fewer than 20 Tiv farmers have reportedly been killed and 5,000 others displaced in Lafia, Obi, and Awe Local Government Areas of Nasarawa State following an invasion of 12 communities by gunmen suspected to be Fulani herdsmen. The President of the Tiv Development Association in the state, Peter Ahemba, revealed that 20 corpses of his kinsmen have been recovered across the twelve affected communities in Lafia, Obi and Awe LGAs. He mentioned the communities to include Chabo, Daar, Tse-Udugh, Ayaakeke, Kyor-Chiha, Usula, Hagher, Joor, Tyungu, Ugba, Angwan and Ayaba.
2.1.5
Mechanisms Employ In Resolving the Situation

The adverse nature of the conflict is so consuming and devastating on the socioeconomic environment of Nigeria. The Federal government of Nigeria has adopted different measures of resolving the conflict. Different scholars have put down their thoughts on the various mechanisms.

Different methods of conflict management strategies have been advanced by different scholars. However, management of headers/farmers conflicts has not been without it pitfalls. This explains why there has been resurgence of herders/farmers conflicts all over the country especially in the recent time. For Gyong (1998), the traditional method of conflict management before the advent of colonialism in Africa was better than the present strategies. According to him, the desire was to remove the cause of the dispute and reconcile the two parties in such a way as to restore the social structure of society to its state of equilibrium. 

That settlement of conflict was usually done in a “village square” under the leadership of a team of elders representing various clans, and they amicably settle and reconcile the parties involved. Conflicts are better managed when they are still brewing. This goes with the age old notion that prevention is better than cure. This is consistent with Nkom (1999) who advocated for nipping the conflict in the bud. This implies an ability to pick out conflict situation in their infancy; to understand their nature, causes and the possible danger signals that may herald their eruption, and to act quickly and decisively to arrest such situations before they explode into open violence. He gave three important dimensions in conflict managements, conflict analysis, conflict containment and confrontation, and conflict resolution.

Bello (2013) offered myriads of suggestions which will assist in ameliorating conflicts between headers and farmers. He advocated that government must make policies that are designed to enhance the Fulani herdsmen by ensuring that they secure rights to land use in order to reduce insecurity and mitigate the spate of conflicts. This will, among other things, bring about peaceful coexistence between the Fulani herdsmen and host communities. This also enhances the security of the cattle, to access grazing space or resources without pouncing on farmers’ crops. Bello (2013) also suggested that law on the grazing reserve should be amended and improved upon. It is worthy of note that the Nigerian Grazing Reserve Act of 1964 was passed for the purpose of accessing grazing lands to the Pastoralists, thereby encouraging sedentarization and addressing conflict with a plan to improve productivity and social amenities (Ibrahim, 2012). This, in broader sense was expected to address constraints facing the cattle market and disease control. However, even though this law was passed, very little implementation was observed. Looking at the continual farmer-pastoralist conflict and a reduced cattle production, in which Nigeria imports about 23% of cattle from the neighbouring Sahel countries, the government again enacted the National Agricultural Policy of 1988. The law stipulates that a minimum of 10% of the national territory that is 9.8 million acres be allocated to grazing reserves. However, only 2.82 % was acquired out of 313 reserves (CIEL, 2006; Ibrahim, 2012). It is in view of this that the present government is proposing to establish grazing reserves with a view to reducing the persistent crises between the headers and farmers all over the country. He also suggested that for a sustainable peace to reign there must be a deliberate design to enlighten and mobilize the parties in conflict to understand the ecology and the resources available in the localities. This opens a window for interdependence and complementarities among groups in the optimal use of the resources for collective benefit and equitable access. Herdsmen should be made to keep, to mapped out routes and farmers should be made to avoid farming across the routes by governments at the Federal, State and Local Government Area (Bello, 2013).

Other measures are explained below:

1.
The use of Armed Forces to curb internal security: One of the federal government’s immediate measures to address the farmer-herders crisis is the engagement of the Armed Forces of Nigeria as enshrined in the constitution. For example, in Plateau state, in 2001, the government deployed a Special Task Force called Operation Safe Heaven (STF-OSH) to check insecurity resulting from the farmers herdsmen clashes. Recently, the OSH mandate was expanded to replace Operation Harbin Kunama II in Southern Kaduna state whose mandate was similar to that of OSH in Plateau. Presently, many called for a total declaration of state of emergency in Benue and Plateau state as a result of the gruesome killing and displacement of thousands of people in those states. Nigerians also expected the government to activate all the necessary sections of the constitution regarding the use of the Military in internal security. This call came as a fall-out of recent action taken by the government to suppress the Indigenous People of Biafra’s (IPOB) agitations in the south-east and similar uprising in other parts of the country. The Military was deployed in September 2017 in an operation code-named Operation Python Dance to suppress the IPOB agitation and protests.

2.
Establishment of the National Grazing Reserve Bill 2016: The National Grazing Reserve Bill was sponsored in 2016 at the parliament to address the herdsmen-farmer conflicts. The Bill did not survive due to opposition from different stakeholders. Those that opposed the Bill hinged their rejection on the provision of the Land Use Act of 1978 which vests all powers related to the regulation ownership, acquisition, administration, and management of Nigerian land with the state governors. Thus, the Land Use Act is an Act of the National Assembly, and by implication, a binding legislation, unless it is amended. States government and their representatives at the parliament have always opposed any attempt to establish grazing reserves in their domain. They consider it to be usurping the constitutional powers vested in them.

3.
 Proposed Cattle Ranching System 2018: In reaction to increasing conflicts and mass killings resulting from seasonal pastoral movements, the government in 2018, as a matter of policy, approved a 10-year National Livestock Plan at a cost of about 179 billion naira. The plan would culminate in the establishment of 94 ranches in 10 pilot states of the federation. Again, the state governments, especially in the South and North-central areas rejected the proposal on the grounds of not having enough space for such projects.

4.    Prohibiting Open Grazing: As part of measures to end the persistent crisis between Farmers and Herdsmen in various states, government at state level began enacting legislation prohibiting open grazing in their state. This, they hope, would reduce risk of herdsmen destruction of farmlands and the associated conflicts. Benue, Ekiti and Taraba states are leading this opposition by enacting state laws prohibiting open grazing. On May 22, 2017, Benue state enacted the Open Grazing Prohibition and Ranches Establishment Law (2017) and its implementation began on November 1, 2017. Ekiti and Taraba states have also signed Bills prohibiting open grazing in their states. This makes open grazing under any guise, an illegal activity punishable by law. 
2.2
Theoretical Framework
2.2.1
Frustration- Aggressive Theory
The frustration-aggression theory could be used to study the conflict between Fulani herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria. This theory which was also known as frustration aggression-displacement theory was developed by John Dollard and his associates in 1939 but expanded and modified by Yate in 1962 and Berkowitz in 1963, which draws mainly from psychological basis of motivation and behaviour (Ogege, 2015). 
The theoretical framework explains the violent behavioural pertain which is caused by the inability of individuals to fulfill human needs. According to the theorists, the main cause of human capacity for violence is frustration aggression mechanism. This means unfulfilled expectations create relative deprivation gap between expectation and capabilities and can lead to violence or conflict. In other words, when someone or group of people have the perception of their ability or right to something (goal), if prevented from attaining such goals the result is frustration which will in turn generate aggressive behaviour that will snowball to violence (Ojo, 2014). 
Dollard et al (1939 as cited in van der Dennen, n.d) posited “that occurrence of aggressive behaviour always presupposes the existence of frustration and, contrariwise, that the existence of frustration always leads to some form of aggression.” Frustration can be used to mean not only to the process of blocking one’s attainment of a reinforcer but also to the reaction to such blocking. Therefore, being frustrated implies a person’s access to reinforce is being thwarted by another party or by circumstance and that one’s reaction to this prevention or thwarting is one of annoyance (van der Dennen, n.d).The application of this theory is that the increase in attacks of Fulani herdsmen is associated with frustration they experience as a result non-fulfillment of their needs. The herdsmen inability to have access to land for rearing of cattle (as result of restriction by local communities) has led to frustration on the side of herdsmen which made them to engaged in violent activities whenever they experience any restriction by local farmers and people communities in Nigeria. The herdsmen regard settled farmers as their potential enemies that militate against their survival and destiny, while the farmers see the herdsmen as intruders in their communities who are determined to destroy their farm products. The frustrated herders and farmers resort to violence, which leads to destruction of lives and properties, displacement of farmers and reduction in agricultural production. These problems pose serious threat to national security in Nigeria. 
According to Zillmann (1979), the major tenets of the theory are; a) frustration instigates behaviour that may or may not be hostile or aggressive; b) And any hostile or aggressive behaviour that occurs is caused by frustration. The theoretical significance of this theory is its ability to concisely explain the reasons for violent conflict between the farmers and herdsmen. Environmental conflict from the perspective of this theory is a product of the frustration of herdsmen as a result of severe ecological changes and Boko Haram incessant attacks in their home state with the resultant effects such as the death of many cattle which are their most treasured possession, cattle rustling and migration to the south. All of which makes the herdsmen put on aggressive behaviour which is a derivative of the previous frustration they have encountered as a result of grazing in the face of adverse weather condition, scarcity of environmental resources and security threats from Boko Haram attacks. Therefore, the destruction of farm crops, properties, houses and massive death toll that perpetually fill up the front-page of the national dailies are the product of aggression that evolves from frustration and sense of deep loss on the side of the herdsmen.
Frustration Aggression Theory is adopted as the major theory because it explains the reason for conflict. When individual expectation is not met, it can easily be frustrating and once he is frustrated, he will exhibit hostile behaviour which will lead to aggression hence result to conflict which is the situation between farmers and herders in Nigeria.

3.0
Research methodology
The research adopted the qualitative research method. This method implies that data were gotten from journals, textbooks, online newspapers and other internet publications. The data collection focused on events of herdsmen-farmers conflicts in Nigeria that has been published between 2016-2022.
3.1
Discussion of findings
From various exploration of scholarly postulations, and data analysis from 2016-2022, reveals that the conflict has caused a lot of havoc on lives and property of the people, and if adequate measures are not taken it would escalate to a more or worst situation. This has destroyed farm produces and farms and the resultant effect is massively felt on socioeconomic development, national security, and food security.

The insecurity posed within the hostile states would drive away foreign investors and fear of establishing capital projects and of course this would cause a break in economic development and property of the country in entirety.  Another effect is felt on the high unemployment rate that the conflict has caused and those who hold farming as an occupation would be displayed, in the housing aspect, a lot has lost their buildings to the conflict.

The various analysis tabulated below shows that the conflict has destroy properties including farm produces and it is when the mechanisms provided herein are been considered, that the conflict situation would be minimize .

4.0 
Data Analysis

Analysis of the attacks and destruction caused by the conflict are analyzed in a tabular form.

Table 1: Fulani herders and farmers conflict in Nigeria from 2016-2022
	S/N
	DATE
	ATTACK AND LOCATION
	IMMEDIATE CAUSES(S) 2016
	CAUSALITIES 

	1.
	January 6
	Udeni Ruwa, Nasarawa State 
	Destruction of farm crops 
	38 people killed and many wounded 

	2.
	January 17
	Garezi village in Taraba State 
	
	3 people were reportedly  killed 

	3.
	January 23
	Demsare, Wunamokoh, Dikagam and Tabungo of Adamawa State 
	
	60 people including a police DPO was killed and properties destroyed 

	4.
	February 2
	Agatu, Benue State 
	Reprisal attack 
	7 people were killed, the community thrown into mourning 

	5.
	February 7
	Tombu in Buruku LGA, Benue State 
	A clash between the two parties 
	10 persons were killed and the community was raided 

	6.
	February 11
	Abbi, Enugu State 
	
	2 persons were killed and some were declared missing 

	7.
	February 2
	A  village in Agatu, Benue State 
	
	50 deaths recorded  

	8.
	February 24/28 
	Agatu Benue State 
	Reprisal attack against the killing of a prominent Fulani man by the people of Agatu in 2013 
	500 persons were killed and wounded. Others were displaced

	9.
	March 2
	Ossissa, Ndokwa, Delta State 
	
	4 persons killed, some wounded and residents forced to flee their homes as houses were destroyed 

	10.
	March 7, 8, 13, & 17
	Mbaya-Tombo, Benue State 
	Dispute and destruction of farm crops 
	Over 35 persons died and properties were destroyed 

	11.
	March 26
	Ugwunesi in Awgu Local Government Area Enugu State 
	Reprisal attack
	2 soldiers, 18 others killed. Thousands displaced and more than 1000 homesteads destroyed. 

	12.
	April 25
	Nimbo (Nimbo Ngwoke Ugwuijoro, Ekwuru, Ebor, Enugu Niimbo, Umuome and Ugwua chara) villages in Uzo-Uwani Local Government Area
	
	48 deaths recorded. Ten residential houses and a church were also burnt in addition to vehicles, motorcycles and domestic animals  

	13.
	April 3-7
	Ohali-Elu, Rivers state 
	Clash with communities 
	16 people were killed 

	14.
	April 9
	Ilado, Ondo State
	Hon. Olu Falae, Former SGF was attacked by herdsmen and they killed his security guard
	Herdsmen attacked and killed the security guard of Chief Falae

	15.
	April 10
	Dovi & Mesuma Village Gashaka Local Government Area Taraba State 
	
	15 persons were killed, razing of houses.

	16.
	April 10
	Angai, Dashole, Dovi & Mesuwa Villages of Taraba State. 
	Farm Land dispute
	Between 15 and 44 people were killed

	17.
	April 20
	Agatu, Benue State
	Police men attacked
	Some people were injured and a policeman was declared missing

	18,
	April 25
	Ndiagu Attakwu, Nkanu West Local Government Area, Enugu State
	Herdsmen entered the heart of the community and a woman sounded a gong, after which the cows scattered. The herdsmen gathered the herds and left, only to return in the night and raided the village.   
	8 persons were murdered, including a Catholic Church Seminarian and a pregnant woman whose stomach was cut open. Also houses were destroyed   

	19.
	May 2
	Benue State
	
	39 were killed

	20.
	May 6
	Corombo, Dan-Anacha and Mutum Biyu communities, Gassol Local Government Area of Taraba State  
	The killings were allegedly over a land dispute between herdsmen and the Tiv 
	Reports says the herdsmen burnt 13 houses, killed 12 people and left 80 others seriously injured. 

	21.
	May 14
	Illah Community In Oshilili North Local Government Area Of Delta State
	Fulani nomads tried rapping a  woman and was later beheaded as she resisted
	Fulani nomads beheaded a woman and left two others with severe machete wounds.

	22.
	May 15
	Tarfi Village, Binnev Ward in Buruku L.G.A, Benue State 
	
	12 persons were reportedly killed, many seriously injured, many missing.

	23.
	June 25
	Koh Community In Girei Local Government Area Of Adamawa State
	A Fulani herder trespassed to a farmland and the owner raised alarm, causing the herder to leave and to reappear with his kinsmen who confronted the farmers. 
	8 persons were killed.

	24.
	June 17
	Logo Local Government Area Of Benue State
	
	10 persons and scores of farmers displaced 

	25.
	June 19
	Ossissa Community, Ndokwa East Local Government Area, Delta State.
	The victim unknowingly passed through a hideout where the herdsmen were holding hostage, an abducted lawyer and other kidnapped victims when he was shot. 
	1 person was killed

	26.
	July 11
	Tse-Adayol In Logo Local Government Area, Benue State
	
	81 persons killed 

	27.
	July 12
	Gbagyi communities in Boss Local Government Area of a Niger State.
	
	Atleast 11 persons have died after a clash between suspected Fulani Herdsmen and farmers.”

	28.
	July 25
	Tse-Adayol in Logo Local Government Area, Benue State 
	Grazing rights
	10 persons killed, 1 missing and 2 injured. 

	29.
	August 1-3, 13
	Golkafa In Jema’a Local Government Area, Adamawa State,
	
	20 persons killed

	30.
	August 25
	Ndiagu Attakwu Akegbe community in Nkanu West Local Government Area.
	
	1 Person Killed, A Seminarian and 5 others were injured.  

	31.
	September 24-26
	Godogodo, Kaduna
	
	8 persons slaughtered and wounded 8 others.

	32.
	October 25
	Godogodo, Kaduna
	
	Atleast 40 persons were killed in the attack and many houses burnt.

	33.
	November 25
	Nimbo community of Uzo-Uwani Local Government Area, Enugu State. 
	Reprisal attack
	8 people were massacred (7 men and 1 woman). 

	34.
	December 17
	Sabon Gidan Village of Dan Anafa town,Taraba State.
	Attack and reprisal 
	20 feared killed many missing and properties destroyed.

	
	
	
	2017
	

	35.
	January 9
	Abraka and Obiaruku, both in Ethiope East and Ukwuani Local Government Area, Delta State. 
	
	No fewer than 5 persons were killed. 

	36.
	January 16
	Rafin Gona And Gbagyi Villages In Bosso Local Government Area, Niger State.
	
	9 killed, including a police inspector and an ASP of the Nigeria security and Civil Service Defence Corps atleast 6,000 persons displaced.    

	37.
	January 17
	Zango-Kataf Local Government Area, Kaduna State. 
	Herdsman opened fire in Samuru Kataf Market
	3 persons were killed and five injured

	38.
	January 24
	Ipiga Village in Ohimin Local Government Area, Benue State. 
	Grazed cattle and destroyed farm lands
	15 persons were killed. A bloody fight that took the lives of two of the herds men and about 13 of the villagers. 

	39.
	January 24
	Jema’a Local Government Area, Kaduna State
	Commercial car taking students to school from Kafanchan was way laid by alledged herdsmen 
	5 students of the College of Education, Gidan Wada were shot dead. 

	40.
	February 10 
	Ruku Mawa Tsafe Local Government Area, Zamfara State.
	Clash between community members and suspected herdsmen.
	8 people were confirmed dead.

	41.
	February 11
	Southern Kaduna State.
	Fulani herdsman launched attacks on four communities 
	About 21 people were killed

	42.
	March 2
	Mbahimin community, Gwer East. 
	Renewed hostilities between herdsmen and farmers in Mbahimin community 
	No fewer than 10 persons killed. 

	43.
	March 6
	Omumu community, Ika South Local Government Area, Delta State 
	Clash between suspected herdsmen and residents of Omumu community
	6 persons killed

	44.
	March 8
	Tse Akaa Mba’Abagi and Tse Orlalu all in Ugondo Mbana, District of Logo Benue State 
	MACBAN Gololo said that fight erupted between the herders and villagers because some Tiv speaking youths constituted hindrance to the cattle breeders who were not minding their business  
	15 farmers were killed

	45.
	March 11
	Tiv community is Buruku Local Government Area, Benue State
	
	10 people were killed

	46.
	March 14
	Umuobasikwu Ozuiten Community in Bende Local Government Area, Abia State  
	Clash between herdsmen and the people of Umuobasikwu
	1 person was killed and several others injured.

	47.
	March 20
	Zaki Biam in Benue State
	Grazing Right Dispute
	50 persons were killed.

	48.
	March 27
	Ada, Cillage, Kwande Umuobasikwu, Benue State.
	Herdsmen attacked farmers
	1 killed, 1 injured, women raped in their farms 

	49.
	March 28.
	Emulu Community In Ika South Local Government Area, Delta State
	Attack by suspected herdsmen
	3 persons were killed while 6 others sustained injuries

	50.
	April 1
	Obio Usiere in Eniong Abatim, Odukpani Local Government Area, Cross River State. 
	Raid a community 
	Killed no fewer than 10 persons 

	51.
	May 5
	Ussa and Takum council areas of Taraba State
	Clash between farmers and herdsmen
	15 persons dead, many sustained injuries

	52.
	May 8
	Tse-Akaa Village, Ugondo Mbamar District of Logo Local Government Area, Benue State 
	Clash with herds
	3 persons were killed

	53.
	May 12
	Ossissa Community In Ndokwa East Delta State
	Farmers who worked with Ugo farm were ambushed on their way home
	Suspected herdsmen beheaded a commercial motorcycle rider and 6 farmers

	54.
	May 13
	Logo Local Government Area, Benue State
	
	8 people were killed

	55
	May 18
	Afam Uku, Oyigbo Local Government Area, Rivers State
	Herdsmen attacked
	2 people lost their lives

	56.
	May 22
	Ewu Community , Esan Central Local Government Area, Edo State
	Herdsmen entered farm land, raped two women and strangled them to death  
	2 people were killed and 1 was wounded. Corps were destroyed and lot of persons sacked from their farm lands

	57.
	July 20
	Kajuru Village of Kaduna State  
	Reprisal attacks
	33 killed, Fulani properties destroyed.  

	58.
	September 9
	Ancha Village , Bassa Local Government Area, Plateau State
	Reprisal attack after a boy from the herding community was killed
	19 persons were killed

	59.
	October 16
	Nkiedonwhio village, Bassa Local Government Area, Plateau State.
	
	No fewer than 29 people, mostly women and children were killed. 

	60.
	October 27
	Irigwe Kingdom, Bassa Local Government Area Of Plateau State
	
	No fewer than 75 people were killed, 23 others injured, about 13,726 persons displayed and 489 houses burnt.

	61.
	October 30
	Yendi
	Attack and reprisal attack
	3 persons were feared dead.

	62.
	November 3
	Tombo ward, Gaambetiev in Logo Local Government Area, Benue Stae
	Grazing law reactions
	1 killed, 1 injured

	63.
	November 21
	Kikan, Kwadomti and Sheferan Villages of Numan Local Government Area, Adamawa State
	A reprisal attack 52 herdsmen killed
	52 herdsmen were killed

	64.
	December 4
	Five villages in Adamawa State
	Herdsmen avenged the killing of 51 of their members in Kikan
	86 people lost their lives and property destroyed

	65.
	December 28.
	Minda, Lau Local Government Area Of Taraba State
	Herdsmen grazed on farmer’s guinea corn farm and he complained
	4 people killed, farm lands destroyed

	66.
	December 31.
	Gaambe- Tiev, Ayilamo and Turan communities all in Logo Local Government Area, Benue State 
	Fulani herdsmen invaded the communities 
	50 people including nine members of the Benue State livestock Guards were killed.

	
	
	
	2018
	

	67.
	January 1
	Guma and Logo Local Government Area, Benue State 
	Reaction to the Benue State anti-grazing law
	73 farmers killed while dozens of people were injured and hospitalized

	68.
	January 23
	Ardo Kola, Adamawa State
	
	Gunmen killed family of 9

	69.
	January 23
	Bokkos, Plateau State
	
	Herdsmen killed 7 persons

	70.
	January 31
	Brinin Gwari, Kaduna State 
	
	Herdsmen killed 9 persons 

	71,
	February 2
	Song, Adamawa State
	
	10 persons were killed 

	72.
	February 5 
	Herdsmen attack Governor Ortom farmhouse 
	
	2 persons were killed 

	73.
	February 6
	Obi, Nasarawa State
	
	8 persons were killed

	74.
	February 8
	Shellen, Adamawa State 
	Communal clash
	6 persons were killed.

	75.
	February 10 
	Benue State 
	Herdsmen ambush and killed 2 people officers
	Herdsmen ambush and killed 2 police officers. 

	76.
	February 10
	Bassa, plateau
	
	3 persons killed

	77.
	February 11 
	Jema’a Kaduna
	
	4 persons killed 

	78.
	February 12 
	Guma. Benue State  
	Herdsmen attacked civil defense officers 
	Herdsmen killed 2 civil defense officers

	79.
	February 26
	Kajuru, Kaduna State
	
	Worship center torched and 12 persons were killed

	80.
	February 27 
	Demsa, Adamawa State  
	
	20 persons killed

	81.
	March 3
	Sardauna Local Government Area of Taraba State 
	Herdsmen were attacked 
	15persons lost their lives.

	82.
	March 5
	Omosu Okana Villages in Benue State
	Herdsmen reprisal attack
	24 persons were killed, many wounded and many missing 

	83.
	March 8
	Nzharuvo Village in Bassa Local Government Area, Plateau State. 
	Herdsmen attacked the village
	5 persons killed

	84.
	March 12
	Enyanwu Igwe Village In Ibeagu Community, Izzi Local Government Area, Ebonji State 
	Herdsmen attack villages for no known reason
	4 persons killed, several houses burnt 


	85.
	March 14
	Ogane- Enugu and Ikende communities in Dekina Local Government Area of Kogi State
	The herdsmen invaded the communities when everyone had slept 
	25 persons killed, several houses burnt

	86.
	March 19
	Agbenema in Opada/ Ofejiji ward, Omala Local Government Area, Kogi State 
	Herdsmen invaded community 
	19 killed, houses burnt

	87.
	April 12 
	Janeikyula Village in Wukari Local Government Area, Taraba State 
	
	25 persons killed, property worth hundreds of millions of Naira destroyed  

	88.
	April 14 and 16
	Several communities across Nasarawa State
	
	32 Tiv villagers killed, many displaces

	89.
	April 24
	St, Ignatius Quasi Parish, Ukpor-mbalom in Ayar-mbalom, Gwer East Local Government Area, Benue State   
	Herdsmen attacked church
	2 catholic Priests and 17 other worshippers killed. Over 100 houses burnt down and people displaced. 

	90.
	April 28
	Onocha- olona, Aniocha- North Local Government Area and Ubulu Uku, Local Government Area, Delta State 
	Minor displacement over destruction of corps by herdsmen’s cattle 
	2 person were killed, in Aniocha-Olona and 6 persons seriously injured in Ubulu-uku 

	91.
	May 25
	Yorvo Local Government Area, Taraba State 
	Reprisal attacks
	5 persons were killed

	92.
	June 4
	Dinya village, Gassol of Taraba State
	Land resource
	4 farmers were killed

	93.
	June 5
	Mararaba Udege and Aisa and Aguma in Nasarawa State. 
	Agatu man shot a Fulani on his foot and seized his motorcycle, his fellow mobilized and reprised.
	3 SARS operatives and 8 farmers were killed by the herdsmen 

	94.
	June 6
	Tse Shan, Tse Nyankyume in Saghev  Guma Local Government Area and Tse Ngo Jov Tombo Logo Local Government Area
	
	9 persons were killed and over 45 houses set ablaze and several persons missing

	95.
	June 21 and 23-25
	Riyom, Barikin Ladi Plateau State 
	Decades-long history of violence competition for land resource. 
	218 persons killed, 5Fulani herders inclusive. 50 houses,  15 motorbikes and 2 vehicles burnt.

	96.
	July 2018
	Yandang Community in Lau Local Government Area
	A clash rupted between the Fulani settlers and the Yandang community
	73 people were killed and 50 villages were razed

	97.
	October 2018
	Bassa Local Government Area
	
	Fulani herdsmen were killed atleast 19 people died. 

	98.
	December 16
	Jema’a Local Government Area. Kaduna State
	
	15 people were killed and 24 others injured at a wedding ceremony.

	99.
	February 11
	Attack on Adara settlement named Ungwar Bardi in Kajuru, Kaduna State  
	Attack on Adara and reprisal attack by Adara
	Fulani gunmen killed11 people. Reprisal attack by Adara targeted settlement of the Fulani killing atleast 141 people and 65 missing.

	100.
	March 18
	Kajuru Local Government Area, Kaduna State
	
	130 people were killed

	101.
	January 26 and 27
	Villages in Plateau State were attacked 
	
	32 villages were murdered in two different attacks by Muslim Fulani herdsmen 

	102.
	November 16
	Iddo community in the FCT, Abuja 
	
	3 persons were injured in a bloody clash between farmers and herders. Thatched houses were also set ablaze  

	103.
	December 12
	Apodun village in Oyo State
	The Chief Executive Officer, Kunfayakun Green Treasure Limited, Gatai Aborode was attacked
	1person was killed

	104.
	March 31
	Obeagu community in Ishialu Local Government Area of Ebonyi State
	16 persons who were between the ages of 18 and 56 were attacked 
	The 16 persons were killed. 10 motorcycle were set ablaze

	105.
	April 14
	Umuogudu Akpu Community in Ohaukwu Local Government Area  
	
	12 farmers at Umuogudu Akpu Community in Ohaukwu 


	
	
	
	2022
	

	106.
	January 12
	Amaeze Ishiagu in Ivo Local Government Area, Ebonyi State 
	Suspected Fulani herdsmen have attacked Amaeze Community 
	3 persons were killed

	107.
	May 24
	Amaeze in Ivo Local Government Area, Ebonyi State
	A farmer, Mr. Okeke Nkemjika was butchered  
	1 person was killed 

	108.
	Mach-June 12
	Benue State
	
	92 death were recorded

	109.
	April 11-12
	Guma Local Government Area, Benue State
	Fulani herdsmen attack Guma 
	25 were killed and 10 injured 


Sources: Wikipedia.org; Okoro J.P (2018); and Authors Compilation from online newspaper publications 
5.0
Conclusion

Conflict served as threat to the development of the society. The consequences of Fulani herders and farmers conflict on food Security in Nigeria has been devastating. The conflict has cause destruction of lives and property, hunger, starvation and it has also destroy farmers crops like rice, cassava, maize, yam, which adversely served as threat to food security. As a result of the constant attack, farmers are scared of going to their farms and the herdsmen as well find it difficult to move in search of greener pastures for their cattles. From all indications the conflict has adverse effect on both the farmers and herders.
6.0
Recommendations

Since conflict cannot be separated from man existence, it can be reduce. To curtail the friction between the herdsmen and farmers, the various recommendations are made.

1.
State government should set aside areas for cattle to graze to avoid random movement this it would reduce trespassing along farm path.

2.
A peace resolution committee should be set in the local areas to address the situation.

3.
The leaders of the Fulani herders should sensitized their Subjects on how to relate with their host community to avoid constant attack.

4.
The community leaders should preach peace and advocate for cordial relationship between the farmers and the herders.

5.
Security agency should be at alert to checkmate all Fulani herders entering the state to disarm them, in case they are in possession of ammunition.
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