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Abstract
This study aims to find out measures to resolve barriers to academic accessibility to students that school leaders perceive in selected ward secondary schools within Morogoro Municipality Tanzania. The study employs Adam’s Equity Theory which describes how fairness at school increases motivation for student to get education. Mixed method approach where used collect, interprets and analyze data through 30 school leaders in ward secondary schools. The findings shown that students failed to access education due to several barriers like distances, infrastructures and social cultural background while in turn, school leaders perceptions on measures to resolve such barriers includes allocation of funds and provision of community education towards significances of education. The study concluded that school leaders’ perception is very vital in overseeing the progress and prosperity of education affairs at a grassroots where curriculum is implemented. Also, this study recommended to the government on even budget allocation in ward secondary schools as well as to policy makers to review modality of content delivery and ability of students to grasp that is related with the curriculum.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This study is traced back to the origin of education accessibility worldwide crossing Europe, America, Russia, Africa, East Africa and Tanzania as a whole historical trend in education. Academic as a formalized education has several phases nourished by religious domination and gradually nationalized to the government that take over control with some legacy of religious formality (Shiah et.al 2024).  	
By the 18th and 19th centuries, national governments began taking over education from churches, introducing compulsory schooling laws for both boys and girls. Secondary education became more structured with curricula including national history, vernacular literature, and sciences, although Latin remained a staple (Mushi et.al 2024). Secondary education today has diversified, comprising general academic, technical, and vocational tracks designed to prepare students for university and the workforce. Secondary education in Europe is a progression from church-dominated classical studies to broad-based, state-regulated systems aimed at universal access and preparing students for the demands of modern society.
Formal education in parts of Africa began with missionary and colonial schools during the 17th to 19th centuries, initially serving mainly settlers and a few Africans. The first formal school in South Africa was opened by the Dutch East India Company in 1658 for slaves, and later schools were established for African children, often by Christian missionaries mainly on the fringes of settler occupation (Mwakyambiki 2018). Colonial governments introduced policies controlling education, often segregating or limiting educational opportunities for African populations. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, various educational laws were passed, including the formalization of mission schools and segregationist policies like the Bantu Education Act in South Africa, which severely restricted the quality and scope of education for black Africans (Sakibu & Kamugisha, 2022).
 
The study highlighted measures to resolve barriers to academic accessibility in selected ward secondary schools with Morogoro Municipality, focus on addressing challenges related to inadequate physical facilities and insufficient teachers. Regardless of the government efforts on free education by building community based secondary schools, some students are still facing challenge on long distance from home to school. This is due to the relocation of ward secondary buildings (Tanzania Tenders, 2024). School leaders emphasize the need for improving teaching and learning environments through sufficient infrastructure, adequate materials, and ICT resources, as well as enhanced teacher training to support all students. Also, active engagement of stakeholders such as parents and the community is seen as critical to overcoming barriers and enhancing academic accessibility in ward secondary schools (Malekani, 2017).The causes of barriers to academic accessibility in secondary schools in Tanzania include inadequate physical infrastructure such as classes, well equipped laboratory for specific subjects and socio-cultural backgrounds. Other causes are shortage of trained teachers in special and inclusive education, limited learning materials and assistive devices, negative attitudes and poverty of families, to access education (Losioki & Ngowoko 2024).
Measures to resolve these barriers as suggested by various studies include Samwel et.al (2025) as improving school infrastructure and adapted classrooms. Teacher capacity building through training on inclusive teaching is essential for better educational outcomes. Awareness campaigns among parents and communities can reduce stigma and increase enrollment of marginalized students. Engagement of education authorities and stakeholders to implement inclusive education policies with adequate funding and monitoring is equally important for sustainable change.
1.1 Statement of the problem
Students in ward secondary schools in Morogoro Municipality continue to face significant barriers to academic accessibility. These barriers include inadequate physical infrastructure, long distances to schools, limited availability of trained teachers in inclusive education, scarcity of assistive learning materials, and negative cultural attitudes toward students with disabilities or from disadvantaged backgrounds. Such challenges contribute to high dropout rates, low enrollment, and poor academic performance among vulnerable groups like girls. Although policies promoting fee-free education and inclusive schooling exist, their implementation has been slow, and schools often lack the resources and support needed to fully realize academic accessibility for all students. Addressing these barriers is critical to ensuring equitable education opportunities and improving learning outcomes in ward secondary schools in the Municipality (Ndumbalo et.al, 2025).
Despite numerous efforts and policies aimed at improving academic accessibility, ward secondary schools continue to face persistent barriers that hinder students’ effective access to education. School leaders as a pivotal body in the grassroots perceive that existing measures are often inadequate or inconsistently implemented, which limits their effectiveness in resolving these challenges. Consequently, many students, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, experience difficulties in accessing quality education, leading to high dropout rates and poor academic outcomes. There is a critical need for comprehensive and well-coordinated measures, including infrastructure upgrades, teacher capacity building, provision of assistive learning devices, and community engagement, to effectively address these barriers and enhance academic accessibility in selected ward secondary schools (Martinez, 2017). Therefore this study aims to find out measures to resolve barriers to academic accessibility to students that school leaders perceive in ward secondary schools.
1.2 Research Objective and Research Question.
Research Objective
What are the measures to resolve barriers to academic accessibility to students as perceived by school leaders in selected ward secondary school?
Research Objective
To find out measures to resolve barriers to academic accessibility to students as perceived by school leaders on selected ward secondary school within Morogoro Municipality. 
1.3 Significance of the study 
It provides critical insights for school leaders, policymakers, and education stakeholders on practical strategies that can enhance inclusive education and ensure equitable learning opportunities for all students, including those with disabilities. The study contributes to improving the quality of education by addressing infrastructural gaps, teacher training needs, and resource allocation. Furthermore, it supports advocacy for better policy implementation and community involvement, promoting a more supportive and accessible learning environment. Ultimately, the study aims to reduce dropout rates, enhance academic achievement, and foster social inclusion among marginalized student groups in secondary schools in Tanzania (Ngusa & Joseph 2017).
2.0 Theoretical Framework
Adam’s Equity Theory of 1963
This study guided by Equity Theory which developed by American psychologist known as John Stacey Adams in 1963 who emphasized on fairness and motivation in social exchanges (Adam 19963). The theory explains on how perceptions of fairness influence motivation and behavior in social and organizational contexts. School leaders previewed barriers and suggested possibly measures to resolve barriers to academic accessibility in selected ward secondary schools, such as inequities resource distribution, uneven funding and staff support that create obstacles (Khaghaany & Ahmed 2020). Moreover low-income students, incapacities, and English language learners faced disparities which lead to frustration that hinder academic accessibility. The theory focused on fairness and justice, thus school leaders sharpen to capabilities of solving obstacles to education attainment.
2.1 Review of Empirical Studies
Okoh et.al (2024) conducted a study on Education in School Management Practices as a solution on Academic accessibility to students in Rural Communities: The study aimed to explore the impact education on school management and solutions to academic performance highlighting its role in improving student well-being and learning outcomes. Rural communities often face barriers like limited healthcare and poor nutrition, which hinder academic success. School leaders’ revealed that tailored education programs can enhance student concentration and achievement as a solution to barriers of academic accessibility to students. A comparative analysis identified both common and unique factors influencing program effectiveness, emphasized the importance of cultural, economic, and systemic differences. The findings supported integrating education into school policies to address educational disparities and promote equity, providing valuable insights for policymakers and educators in underserved rural areas as a solution to academic accessibility to students.
Forozantabar (2024) made a study on beyond the portable classroom: investigating portable classrooms from secondary sources and reframing spatial needs to solve barriers in academic accessibility to students at schools. The study examines portable classrooms at schools as one of the solutions to barriers to academic accessibility to students. It employs a two-stage methodology: analyzing 243 news articles for safety and accommodation concerns, and evaluating spatial characteristics based on Nair’s school design principles. The findings emphasized the need for improved funding and planning to meet educational demands and advocate for flexible modular structures that enhanced pedagogical goals and community integration for easily accessing of education to secondary students.
Beyene et. al (2020) conducted a study of Head of school’s perceptions on inclusion and accessibility of educational resources in education institutions. The paper explored the solutions on barriers faced by individuals with disabilities in accessing education in Ethiopia, highlighting protections from international and national anti-discrimination laws. It includes interviews with seventeen visually impaired students and five staff members in disability center and library to detect the solutions on barriers to academic accessibility at school. The paper emphasized the vital role of libraries in enhancing accessibility and supporting students with disabilities in their studies.
Donkoh, et. al (2023) made a study on educational management on quality education as solutions to barriers on academic accessibility to students in both rural and urban schools. The study aimed to promote inclusive and equitable quality education to all students. The study came as a solution on barriers to academic accessibility as geared by United Nations in establishing sustainable development goals particularly focusing on quality education. This research examined the impact of educational managers on education quality in rural and urban schools in Ghana explored the mediating role of internet access if it was solution to academic accessibility to students. An online survey of urban and rural head teachers and educators was analyzed with structural equation modeling to get their perceptions on solutions to barriers of academic accessibility to students at school. Results indicated that educational management positively affected education quality in both settings, with urban schools performing better. Internet access improved education quality, while its absence hinders standards. Recommendations of the study included professional development for supervisors and head teachers; financial support from Parent-Teacher Associations for monitoring as well as establishing affordable internet facilities in schools as solution to students to access education and limits its barriers.
Adam (2024) conducted a Study on Exploring the Barriers That Affect Girls’ Access to Basic Education in Rural secondary schools and suggests the solutions. The study aimed to investigated the effects and suggests possible solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students at schools.. United Nations reports indicated significant educational disparities, predicting that by 2050, over 40% of Africa's impoverished population will struggle with health, education, and economic development without women's involvement. Urgent action was needed to close the educational gap by 2030. Findings revealed a positive impact on the families of participants still in Somalia. This research was the first academic effort in the region focused on female education, and future studies could inform policy recommendations, including human rights education and resources for parents to boost enrollment to students especially girls as a solution to academic accessibility of students at school.
Bileti, et. al (2024) conducted a study on Leaders’ perceptions on infrastructure and curriculum implementation at school as solutions to barriers on academic accessibility to students. The research aimed to assess the effect of service infrastructure electricity, water, sanitation, and healthcare on curriculum implementation in Northern Uganda's public universities. Using a mixed-methods approach, data were gathered from respondents via questionnaires, along with insights from interviews and focus group participants. Findings revealed a low curriculum implementation and a moderate service infrastructure. Service infrastructure accounted for the variation in curriculum implementation, leading to the rejection of the null hypothesis. The study emphasized the need for improved service infrastructure for effective curriculum implementation and suggested targeted enhancements as solutions to barriers students encounter in excelling in education. Further research should explore other factors affecting the curriculum implementation variations.
Shikali et. al (2025) conducted a study from three educational institutions in Tanzania to evaluate their academic accessibility during Corona Virus outbreak. Findings revealed increased reliance on internet sources, lecture notes, and peer-shared materials as a solution on the barriers of academic accessibility where by education were limited because students were not allowed to attend at school for the sake of reduction of disease. In other side the barriers included limited remote library access, poor internet connectivity, and insufficient technological devices were students limited to access the required knowledge. Educational leaders suggested the solutions on the barriers to academic accessibility to students like introductions of online studies so as students will not remain idle at home during corona outbreak.
Leiman & Otieno (2022) conducted a study on influence of School Learning Environment on Quality Education in Public Secondary Schools .The study aimed to examine how the school learning environment affects educational quality in public secondary schools in Arusha City Council and suggested for the possible solutions, seeking management solutions for effective learning. Using a convergent mixed methods design, the research involved one Chief Education Officer, six school heads, thirty teachers, and sixty-one students, selected through purposive and random sampling. Data were collected via validated questionnaires and interviews, with a pilot study confirming reliability Cronbach Alpha of 0.705. Quantitative data were analyzed using SPSS version 20, while qualitative data were thematically analyzed. Findings indicated that adequate facilities and staffing enhance the learning environment and educational quality as solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students at school. However barriers like poverty, insufficient staffing, lack of cooperation, and inadequate funding hinder effective management. The study recommended that school heads improve public relations with education stakeholders to foster a supportive environment for quality education.
2.0 METHODOLOGY
This study employed pragmatic research philosophy that used mixed approach by combining both qualitative and quantitative method to collect, interpret and analyze data and finally discussion of the findings. The study adopted convergent design which merge positivism and interpretivism design that brings concrete evidence which maintain the validity and reliability of the study. Purposive sampling were used to select ward educational Officer, while simple random sampling were used to select head of school and academic masters. The study use 30 school leaders in which data were collected using interview and questionnaire tools, where by questionnaires conducted to 10 head of schools and 10 academic masters while interview were conducted to 10 Ward Educational Officers. The study employs content validity to verify the data collection instrument to measure the intended topic (Temu & Maua 2025). The reliability of quantitative was measured by Cronbach’s Alpha were 0.78 were obtained from questionnaires results which is accepted for social sciences studies.  The qualitative data were analyzed through thematic analysis while quantitative data were run through statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).     
4.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The study use school leaders’ perceptions on the solutions of barriers to academic accessibility to students in selected ward secondary school in Morogoro Municipality. Data collected from head of school and academic masters in quantitative form through questionnaires while qualitative tool namely interview used to gather data from Ward Educational officers who are coded as  WEO A, WEO B, WEO C, WEO D, WEO E, WEO F, WEO G, WEO H, WEO I, and WEO J while contextualization of the findings. Here below was tabulation and triangulation of findings. 
[bookmark: _Toc202193019][bookmark: _Toc205613884]Table 1: Measures to resolve barriers to academic accessibility to students that school leaders perceive in ward secondary schools. (n=20)
                                                                                                                               
	S/N
	Statement	
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA
	Mean
	SD

	
	
	F(%)
	F(%)
	F(%)
	F%
	F%
	
	

	1.
	Modern classrooms enhance student learning.
	6(30)
	4(10)
	-
	5(25)
	5(25)
	3.4
	1.8

	2
	Maintenances of school buildings contribute to student attendance.
	4(20)
	3(15)
	-
	7(35)
	6(30)
	3.2
	1.7

	3.
	Classroom space makes students focus to learn.
	4(20)
	4(20)
	-
	5(25)
	7(35)
	3.25
	1.74

	4.
	Presence of enough lighting and ventilation improves academic accessibility.
	4(20)
	4(20)
	-
	6(30)
	6(30)
	3.2
	1.7

	5.
	Access to technological tools improves teaching and learning.
	3(15)
	3(10)
	-
	7(35)
	7(35)
	3.2
	1.7

	6.
	The quality and quantity of furniture increase concentration in the class.
	5(25)
	2(10)
	-
	6(30)
	7(35)
	3.2
	1.7

	7.
	Presence of computer laboratory brings academic success.
	4(20)
	3(15)
	-
	7(35)
	6(30)
	3.1
	1.6

	8.
	Availability of hygiene facilities impact student well- being and attendance at school.
	3(15)
	5(25)
	-
	6(30)
	6(30)
	3.3
	1.8

	9.
	Reliable transportation and building dormitories.	
	5(25)
	3(15)
	-
	6(30)
	6(30)
	3.2
	1.7

	10.
	Sufficient play grounds and recreational areas.
	5(25)
	2(10)
	-
	7(35)
	6(30)
	3.1
	1.6


Key: SD=Strong Disagree, A =Agree, N= Neutral, A=Agree, SA=Strong Agree SD           Standard Deviation
Source: Field data 2025

Findings from table 1 indicated that 5(25%) and 5(25%) of respondents with mean score of 3.4 and standard deviation of 1.8, strongly agreed and agreed respectively on modern classroom enhance students learning as a solutions on barriers to academic accessibility. While 6(30%) and 4(20%) of respondents disagree on modern classroom as a solution on barriers to academic accessibility. This means that, some school leaders have ever experienced a situation of modern classroom at school but the solution on barriers to academic accessibility. This results is compatible with study conducted by Scallion & Tangi (2022) who addressed on despite of modern classrooms, students are still underperforming in studies, which shown that there are other means for such solution. Meanwhile half of school leaders agreed on modern classroom as a solution on barriers to academic accessibility. This meant that, students are attracted with modern classes which trigger the increase of attendance list at school hence ensure academic accessibility. Furthermore, the results was correlated with the study conducted by Suleiman et.al(2024) who stated that modern classroom facilitate the use of diversified tools that break down physical, technological and instructional barriers, and making education more equitable and accessible for all students. This meant that, students are more attracted with modern class as they can access multiple tools and means of accumulating knowledge through modern devices. 
Furthermore, through the interview conducted to the WEO B, on the possible solutions on barriers to academic accessibility and stated that
….. reliable buildings would be the solution to academic accessibility to students. Especially presence of classroom and dormitories to accommodate students who walk a long distance to school.(Interview; April 3, 2025)
This meant that, students feel engaged when there are reliable and modern buildings that minimize the walking long distance from home to school.  Also it increased class attendance and understanding as the uses of modern class that allows attachment of modern devices for learning.
The study was compacted with Adam’s Equity Theory of 1963 which emphasized on motivation and fairness as solution on barriers to academic accessibility (Amarah, 2025). Students feel motivated when there are reliable and modern classes that are used by students to grasp knowledge. This motivates attendance and paying attention in the class. So it recalled the solution on barriers to academic accessibility to students in ward secondary school.
Findings from table 1 shown that 6(30%) and  7(35%) of respondents with mean score of 3.2  and standard deviation of 1.7 strongly agreed and agreed respectively on the Maintenance of school buildings contribute to students attendance as a solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students. While 4(20%) and 3(15%) of respondents are strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. This means that minority of school leaders disagreed on school building as solutions to barriers to academic accessibility which shown that, there are more as a solution as what is researched by Mjokava & Suleiman (2024). Meanwhile, majority of school leaders agreed on maintenance of school buildings as solutions to barriers to academic accessibility to students. School leaders believed that, presence of attractive buildings and accommodation buildings like dormitories will help students to be attentive in the class and enhance performance in academic. The results is cemented by Sameli et al., (2025) addressing on school infrastructure to be improved that will create a conducive environment for students to lean. This mean that maintenance of school buildings attracted students to learn hence minimize barriers to academic accessibility.
The findings supported with responses from WEO A on the solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students and replied as……. Building of school dormitories will help students especially who are leaving far from school.  (Interview: April 2th, 2025).
 This means that, students fail to access education due to long distance in which some students lacks tolerance and perseverance which lead them to dropout.
However, the findings are supported by Adam’ Equity Theory which centered on fairness and motivation to individual (Amarah, 2025). Students need motivation to be more active depends on the given task. By ensuring maintenance of school buildings and dormitories, it fosters students’ energy to learn hence reduce of barriers to academic accessibility in Morogoro Municipality.
Findings from table  1 indicated that 7(35%) and 5(25%) of respondents with mean score of  3.2  and standard deviation of 1.7 strongly agreed and agreed on the Classroom space create students focus to learn as a solutions on the barriers to academic accessibility. While 4(20%) and 4(20%) of respondents strongly disagree and disagree respectively on classroom spaces as a solutions on barriers to academic accessibility. This means that minority of school leaders responded that few schools have classroom space that allowed ventilation and lighting but student are still experiencing inaccessible academic like failure in the class, language barriers and fore generation experiences. These results were match with Losioki & Ngowoko (2024) that despite classroom spaces, they are not often accessible for students with special needs due to lack of non-adjust furniture.   Meanwhile, majority respondents agreed to classroom spaces as solutions to academic accessibility as students are free to learn and carried assigned works clearly in a class with enough space. This feedback is likened with Losioki & Ngowoko(2024) who recommended that improving classroom infrastructure like toilets, and lamps, providing assistive devices and enhance teacher capacity through training  to create inclusive, accessible learning spaces that enable full participation. This means that, classroom spaces give a room for a teacher to help student to maximize his efforts without obstacles.
The findings were in line with the interview conducted to WEO D on possible solutions on barriers to academic accessibility; WEO D said……the school should implement the 1:45 ratio of each class as stipulated in Education policy. Also books should be in 1:1 as addressed by TIE’ This will provide enough space to both teaching and learning activities.(Interview: April 3th, 2025)
This means that students are more than 45 to a single classroom which is unhealthy for learning process. WEO D addressed on the proposed ratio of 45 students per class, also each students should own a single book that used as review while learning. The purpose is to provide accessibility of education to student in the class.
Furthermore, the study is accelerated with Adam’s Equity Theory of 1963 which emphasized on fairness and motivation (Amarah, 2025). The theory addressed on elimination of biasness and provision of fairness depends on the needs of individual. Enough spacing in the class is a motivation to academic accessibility to students as each student is fairly treated.   
Findings from table 1 shown that 6(30%) and 6(30%) of  respondents  with mean score 3.2 and standard deviation of 1.7 are strongly agreed and agreed respectively on presence of enough lighting and ventilation that they help students academic accessibility as a solutions to barriers to academic accessibility to students in ward secondary school. While 4 (20%) and 4 (20%) strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively on enough lighting and ventilation as a solution to academic accessibility to students. This means that, minority of school leaders has experienced such solutions and partly works to them as Losioki & Ngowoko(2024)  discouraged lighting and ventilation rather than emphasizing on accessible furniture and infrastructure that suit all diverse students. Meanwhile majority of school leaders; agreed on ventilation and lighting in the class as a solution to students in academic accessibility. This study is compatible with the study done by Samweli et al (2025) who claimed that presence of enough ventilation increase class concentration of students at school, this mean that, presence of lighting and ventilation is a solution on barrier to academic accessibility to student’s especially visual impaired students. 
However in the interview conducted to WEO G on possible solutions on barriers to academic accessibly, WEO G responded 
…..during low lighting classes students were experiencing sleepy especially afternoon, but after renovation and ensuring enough light and ventilation creates a conducive environment that enhances students' comfort, concentration, alertness and academic performance. (Interview April 3th, 2025).
This means that students are easily access education especially visual impaired because of enough light that helped them to see clearly and interact with class and papers as well.
The study was compatible with Adam’s Equity Theory of 1963. The theory was addressed on motivation and fairness (Amarah 2025). Having enough light and ventilation to students, helps them to grasp learning activities nicely compared to less lighting class. Hence, lighting and ventilation were motives to eliminate barriers to academic accessibility to students in selected ward secondary school in Morogoro Municipality
Findings from table 1 shown that 8(40%) and 7(35%) in total of 15(75%) of respondents strongly agreed and agreed on the access to technological tool like computers and smart boards that enhance teaching and learning process. 3(10%) and 2(10%) in total of 5 (25%) of respondents are strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively on the access to technological devices as a solution to barriers to academic accessibility. This meant that, minority head of school perceptions centered on the students altitude towards technological devices as a playing tools for academic gain. This result is compacted with Chao Yu (2024)   who researched on educational and technology in which some students perceived technology as difficult if practical hands on activities and opportunities to competency are lacking. Meanwhile majority of school leaders agreed with technological tools as solution to barriers to academic accessibility. This result match with Worden (2017) who claimed that smart board offer interactive display and software with features like digital manipulative, magic pens, and connected student devices that promote engagement, representation and expressing that allow students to interact with content in ways that suit their abilities. This means that, Presence of digital tools increase creativity and inquisitive mind of the students with multiple talents to maximize their academic potentials. 
Perceptions of school leaders on identified solutions to barriers to academic accessibility to students in ward secondary school include ensure adequate funding, accessibility to technology and optimizing digital contents to students. The results from interview conducted to ward educational officers WEO F claimed that…
…..students will largely get academic accessibility if there is technology and digital tools that are friendly to the needs and implementation of revised curriculum like having adequate desktops for IT studies, and having assistive tools for disabled student because we cannot run away from this group. (Interview; April 2, 2025). 
This meant that Information and technology subject is very crucial at this era in which they are supported with interaction of digital devices so as to be closer with practical orientations as applied in real life. This motive to students will lead student paying attention to learn since they are experiencing crosscutting matters hence solve the barriers to academic accessibility.
The findings are in line with Adam’s Equity Theory of 1963 which emphasize on fairness and motivation on the provision of needs depends on the requirements. (Amarah 2025) School leader’s perceptions highlighted solutions to barriers to academic accessibility to students as access to useful technological devices that cope with the existing curriculum. With such solutions, students are motivated by technological devices that influence them to academic accessibility. 
Findings from table 1 shown that 7(35%) and 6(30%) of respondents with  mean score of  3.2 and standard deviation of  1.7 strongly agreed and agreed respectively on the  quality and quantity of furniture that increase concentration in the class as a solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students in ward secondary school. While 5(25%) and 2(10%) of respondents were strongly agreed and disagreed respectively on school furniture as a solution to academic accessibility to students. This shown that, minority of school leaders ever experienced on quality and quantity furniture but students are still performing poorly which lead to student’s altitude towards academic matters. Minority results match with the 2024 Access Insights Reports of Kumar (2024) that despite good furniture, students’ feedbacks and accountability was a best key to solution to barriers to academic accessibility to students.  Meanwhile, majority of school leaders which was 65% agreed on quality and quantity of furniture as solutions to academic accessibility. This means that, school leaders’ perceptions viewed students struggling for furniture at school which lead even parent to involve in assisting of buying desks so as students can access education. This study is supported by Elias & Mwila (2022) who claimed that students highlight insufficient furniture leads to overcrowding, discomfort and challenge during exams, negatively affecting students’ performance and academic integrity. Proper furniture allows students to seat comfortable, focus better, and reduce cheating by providing spacing.
 Also the findings supported by WEO J who responded on the interview conducted to highlights the possible solutions on barriers to academic accessibility as WEO J said 
….. “each parent contributed 50,000 Tanzanian shillings for school furniture, which termed as desk for each form one student form as stipulated. This is due to have excess form one students as almost 700only form one students. (Interview April 3, 2025). 
This means that with the presences of furniture like desks there is increase concentration in the class and this lead to increase students’ performance as well as excel in academic. That is why the burden of desks was shared to parents so as to help students to study well. 
The finding is supported with Adam’s Equity Theory of 1963 which centered on motivation as a tool of fairness in working place (Amarah, 2025). Students being motivated with quality and quantity furniture increase attendance habits and participations at school. So presence of enough furniture and of good quality was perceived as a solution on barriers t academic accessibility in selected ward secondary school in Mororgoro Municipality.
Findings from table 1 shown that 6(30%) and 7(35%) of responds with mean score of 3.1 and standard deviation of 1.6  strongly agreed and agreed respectively on presence of computer laboratory to brings academic success as a solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students. While 4(20%) and 3(15%) strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. This show that, minority of school leaders were contrary on computer laboratory as a solution in academic performance This revealed the literacy on computer use regardless of being demanded as a solution yet teachers need training to operate them as supported by Juma & Ntulo (2024) that presence of computers laboratory and computer devices need digital maintenance for them to stay long. Hence it is not enough to have computers a solution but also presence of assistance to operate such computers and their maintenance.
 Meanwhile majority school leaders 65% of them agreed on the presence of computer laboratories as a solutions to or barriers to academic accessibility to students. This means that, students with computer laboratory are kept to up-to-date with technological issues which are running the globe. This study was geared by Camara Education (2024) who created successful digital lab setup in recent years at least in 24 out of 4,280 public secondary schools out of   in Tanzania. The setup have shown positive impacts by providing thousands of students and teachers with access to modern technology thus enhancing learning experience and digital inclusion
The finding was identical with the WEO I who responded in the interview questioned on suggestion on possible solutions on barriers to academic accessibility and he responded as 
….School has only science laboratory with inadequate tools. Having computer laboratory will be also useful to students if there were also adequate computers to suit the number of students. Example at this school we have only one computer which is used for duplications of examinations.(Personal communication; April 3,2025) . 
This means that, solution of barriers to academic accessibility is beyond of having computer laboratory, also the equipment like computer and digital devices for students to learn.
The findings were matching with Adam’s Equity Theory which emphasis on fairness through motivation (Amarah,2025). When students are motivated with computer laboratory, will trigger innovation and creativity which aspires students to learn and excel in academics. Therefore, presences of computer laboratory with the equipment will reduce barriers to academic accessibility in selected ward secondary school in Morogoro Municipality.
Findings from table 1 indicated that 6(30%) and 6(30%) of respondents with mean score of 3.3 and standard deviation of  1.8 are strongly agreed and agreed on availability of hygiene facilities that impact student well- being and attendance at school as a solutions to academic accessibility to students.  While 3(15%) and 5(25%) of respondents are strongly disagree and agree in parallel.  Minority of school leaders in 40% disagreed on hygiene facilities as barriers to academic accessibility to students. This shown that some school leaders has experienced other solutions other than hygiene that students are comfortable with, for academic success. The results of minority were supported by Martenez (2016) who addressed on positive altitude of students and focus rather than hygiene.
 Meanwhile majority of school leaders 60% of them agreed on the hygiene facilities as solutions on barriers to academic accessibility. This means that, students are feeling safe and confidents while learning due to availability of hygiene facilities like special room for girls. The study correspondents with Samweli (2025) who declared that presence e of accessible toilets and special room for girls increase academic accessibility to students. This means that, students particularly girls need attention at adolescence age by addressing hygiene to them and presence of special room that save them when they are in menstrual circle.
Also, this findings was supported with the interview conducted to WEO I on possible solutions to barriers to academic accessibility. WEO I said;
….hygiene facility is most useful to girls as they face menstruation circle there is a special room that are used to help them and presence of pads which has positive responses to girls in attending school compare to the previous years.(Interview April 4,2025)
This means that, students are no longer missed classes especially girls in ward secondary school because there are special hygiene facilities for them especially presence of pads and special room to save them.
Furthermore, this study is indistinguishable with Equity theory which based on justness (Amarah, 2025). Students seemed to be treated fairly when there are hygiene facilities at school. This call up the inclusion of both boys and girls in all time regardless of body changes to girls who needs attention and save their days during menstrual cycle. So presences of hygiene facilities are a solution on barriers to academic accessibility to students in selected wards secondary school in Morogoro Municipality. 
Findings from table 1 shown that 6(30%) and 6(30%) of respondents with mean score 3.2 and standard deviation of  1.7are strongly agreed and agreed  respectively on the reliable transportation as a solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students in ward secondary schools. While 5(25%) and 2(10%) of respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively on reliable transportation as a solution to barriers to academic accessibility. This shown that, minority school leaders look transportation as less solution rather than minimizing distance of schooling by building dormitories that students had  extra time to study rather than spending a lot of time to go home and come to school. These minority perceptions were supported by Onyango & Fidelis (2021) that building hostels will minimize the distance and time wasted while going and coming to school. Also it ensures security to most venerable groups like girls.
Meanwhile, majority school leaders agreed on reliable transportation as solutions on barriers to academic accessibility. This is possible because some students are coming from some wards has several streets in which students come from those streets to school.  The findings were matching with Mooney (2024) when suggesting possible solution on barriers facing students and stated that despite the fact that the government has built schools, there is still challenge of transportation to students due to the location of most schools. This means that, students are walking long distant from home to school, when there will be provided with reliable transport and building hostels, this will minimized the rate of student delay and the rate of dropout hence solve the barriers to academic accessibility.
The findings are in line with interview conducted to the WEO H on the solutions to barriers to academic accessibility as replied….,reliable transport ensures consistent access to school, reduces absenteeism, supports timely participation in classes and activities, and lessens stress related to travel. (Interview; April 3,2025). This means that long distance from home to school affect students accessibility in education, so in order to minimize such barriers there should be reliable transport for students and dormitories.
Furthermore, the study matches with Equity Theory which centered on motivation and fairness.(Amarah,2025). Students with access to reliable transport are likely to excel in academic compare to those who have challenges with transport and are coming far from school. Therefore reliable transportation was a solution on barriers to academic accessibility to students in selected wards in Morogoro Municipality.
 Findings from table 1 shown that 6(30) and7(35%)  of respondents  with mean score of 3.1 and standard deviation of 1.6 strongly agreed and agreed respectively on sufficient play grounds and recreational areas as a solutions on barriers to academic accessibility to students. While 5(25%) and 2(10%) of respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively on playgrounds as a solutions to academic accessibility. This shown that, minority of school leaders are less well informed on playgrounds and recreation areas as impacted students. The result of minority match with UNICEF press in Tanzania (Nombo,2024) which addressed that playground can help foster social inclusion and physical development, but addressing academic accessibility requires also broader interventions such as improving school facilities, learning materials and community engagement.  
Meanwhile, majority of school leaders were agreed on playground and recreational areas as a solution to academic accessibility. This means that, students excel in academic performance when they are physically and emotional fit through exercises. Presences of such motives increase students’ abilities in studies. The findings are in line with Thiong’o (2024) who stated that creating and improving accessible playgrounds and recreation areas is recognized as a key strategy in Tanzania to foster inclusive education and support academic accessibility for all students. This meant that, having and using playground and recreational areas increase awareness, creativity and mental health with increases academic accessibility to students.
WEO F on the solution to barriers to academic accessibility asserted;….playground and recreational areas are vital for developing   student physical fit and well blood circulation for mental health. Rarely students are paid for recreational activities and we went to Mikumi national park. (Interview: April 3, 2025). This meant that students are more activated in playing and recreation activities. Example Umoja wa Michezo wa shule za secondary (UMISETA) initiated a program of making friendship, interaction and multiple learning in various environment in which students learn and get mental relaxation(OP-RALG Report 2024).
The findings are compatible with Adam’s Equity theory of 1963 which centered on fairness and motivation (Amarah, 2025). When students are motivated with recreational areas and playgrounds, they can easily extend their mind to capture different concepts in the classroom. So presence of playgrounds and recreation areas is a solution on barriers to academic accessibility to students in selected ward secondary school in Mororgoro Municipality. 
6. CONCLUSION
Based on general information of this study and findings, the study concluded that school leaders’ perception is very vital in overseeing the progress and prosperity of education affairs at a grassroots where curriculum is implemented. Morogoro municipality had potential benefits on reviewing this study as well as other related parts of Tanzania for the sake of adding knowledge and evaluating means for the prosperity of education.
7. RECOMENDATION
The study is recommended to the policy makers, stakeholders and government at large to review the modality of content delivery and ability of students; to grasp if are related with the curriculum, Also to allocate adequate budget that helps to solve student barriers like school facilities, infrastructures and shortage of teachers. Also, the study recommended on school leaders that there are possible solutions that they can solve without integrating the government like parent participation and decision making for matters concerning students.
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