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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides critical insights into the nutritional and microbiological quality of artisanal dairy products in a region with limited food safety surveillance. By systematically evaluating contamination levels and compositional standards in Kozah municipalities, it focuses on urgent public health risks and the need for improved hygienic practices across the dairy value chain. The study fills a significant data gap in West African food microbiology and offers a replicable framework for assessing informal dairy markets in similar contexts. Its findings are especially relevant for researchers, policymakers, and development agencies focused on food safety, nutrition, and rural livelihoods.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is suitable and reflects the core scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, it is Clearly states the objective: assessing nutritional and microbiological quality of dairy Products. Also, it summarizes the types of samples and analytical methods used. The abstract is sufficient and doesn’t need to addition or deletion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is largely scientifically correct and demonstrates a solid understanding of both nutritional biochemistry and food microbiology.
However, there is Overinterpretation of Sugar Content as the extremely high carbohydrate levels in raw milk (up to 52.99%) are likely due to adulteration, but this hypothesis should be confirmed with specific tests (e.g. Added sucrose detection) rather than assumed.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The study includes a lot of recent references that are considered valuable for scientific research. There are (60) references mentioned in the manuscript that refer to the meanings of the study. This provides a solid scientific foundation.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	It is acceptable for scholarly communications while there are some language mistakes where notices such as:
1- In 3.1. Water Content (the verb “founds” instead of “found” in line 5).

2- There are two spaces points between the name of bacteria “Streptococcus” and the article “and” in fig. (6)
3- In section 3.6. Microbiological quality after fig. (4) in the line 9 “The fecal coliforms was detected in all dairy products collected from all municipalities”, It is “were” not “was”.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is clear and sufficient to cover important gap in food safety and demonstrates the risk from different types of bacteria.
This manuscript addresses a critical gap in food safety research within dairy markets in West Africa, particularly in Togo’s Kozah municipalities. The integration of nutritional profiling with microbiological risk assessment is commendable and provides a holistic view of product quality. The study is timely and relevant, especially given the growing public health concerns around zoonotic and foodborne pathogens in low-resource settings. With improvements in language clarity and refinement of data interpretation, this work has strong potential to inform policy, guide training programs for dairy producers, and contribute meaningfully to regional food safety strategies.
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