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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses an important and timely public health issue—menstrual hygiene safety in low- and middle-income countries. The topic is novel for the Senegalese context, and the findings provide evidence that could influence both regulatory policy and manufacturing practices. The paper is generally well-structured, with clear objectives, methods, results, and discussion. However, several aspects require clarification, expansion, and minor restructuring to strengthen the scientific rigor and readability.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	1. The abstract is informative but contains minor inconsistencies. For instance, TAMC values are reported as “approximately 10 CFU/mL” (likely a typo—should reflect the 10⁵ order of magnitude). Please correct this for accuracy.

2. Consider briefly mentioning the number of total samples tested in the abstract.
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	Line editing is needed to fix small grammatical and typographical errors.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The introduction could be shortened slightly by merging references with overlapping content 

2. Include a short paragraph on existing international standards for menstrual product safety (e.g., FDA/ISO/Ph. Eur.)

3. Add the details about dilution factors, replicates, and colony counting thresholds Please clarify if serial dilutions were used or if plates were directly inoculated with the full suspension.

4. The “square root method” for sample size determination should be referenced or explained more fully for transparency.

5. Consider including standard deviations/variation in colony counts across replicates to indicate measurement reliability.

6. The socioeconomic considerations section is strong but should reference studies on balancing regulation with accessibility.
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