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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript contributes to the scientific community by identifying the constraints, suggestions, and extension strategies for rural governance in the Navsari district. Accordingly, the rural administration composition directly influences the rural regional development plans and builds a safe rural environment. Thus, the findings are beneficial to understand the challenges/constraints to building a strong rural governance and establishing a stable governance committee.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	No, this is more complicated because the author has considered three sections, which are constraints, suggestions and extension strategies. I would like to recommend, the author pick one of the sections and conduct a deep study part along that. This existing study addressed the above-mentioned parts briefly. On the other hand, the author should mention the area in which the study was conducted.
I would like to suggest titles for this study as follows,
· A study on constraints in the performance of Panchayat leaders in Navsari district, South Gujarat.
· Suggestions and extension strategies for rural governance in Navsari district, South Gujarat.
· A broad study on extension strategies for rural governance in Navsari district, South Gujarat.
Then, a study under one of the titles may provide an impactful influence and broad scope on the rural governance and rural development process in Navsari district.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract of this paper requires rewriting. The authors should structure their revised abstract according to these guidelines: provide a succinct overview of the research theme and problem, state the objective(s), outline the methodology encompassing data collection and analysis approaches, present the study's results and principal findings, and conclude with an elucidation of the study's contributions and implications. I thoroughly advise the author to follow this structure and flow in the abstract.
· The author used some abbreviations without their long-term. Eg: NGOs and CSR
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	There are many scientific factors that the author should include when rewriting the paper. Here I have pointed out,

a) I did not see the research problem and research question in the study. In particular, the author should mention the results along with the respective research question.

b) Moreover, the author did not properly mention the objectives in this study.
Eg: “……objective of understanding various constraints faced by the sarpanch and deputy sarpanch of Navsari district in rural governance and analyze suggestions proposed by them to overcome these constraints”. (lines 12, 13, 14, page 02).
It should be rewritten as “ The objectives of this study are to…..”

c) The research gap is another crucial part of this study. I recommend that the author clearly mention the research gap by expanding the literature review because the utilization of existing empirical studies in this paper is very limited.

d) The author mentioned as follows,

“These findings are similar to as reported by Sangada et al. (2019), Khade et al. (2020), and Thippeswamy (2024).” (line 08, 09, page 04).


e) I recommend that the author should provide a brief description of the administrative compositions and hierarchy in the Navsari district with proper literature.

f) The author mentioned there were limitations in the governors faced. Thus, I recommend providing evidence/justifications that are significant in this context.
g) I recommend, the author should utilize to pinpoint the facts under the two sections for data collection and data analysis in the methodology part.

h) On the other hand, the study area should be illustrated by a map along with administrative boundaries, which is an essential thing to understand the distributions of relevant administrative units.

i) The author must mention the sample size and sample methods clearly.  In particular,
	




	
	the author must clearly describe the selection of the number of sarpanch and deputy sarpanch in this study.

j) Moreover, in the methodology part, the author did not mention how the suggestions were collected. (like it was going as an open-ended question or closed-ended question).

k) I suggest to mention software like excel, SPSS, to use the analyzing the data in this study.

l) I would like to recommend, the author must mention the roles / tasks of sarpanch and deputy sarpanch because these terms are not familiar with readers.

m) It would be better to attach the questions that were asked at the structural interview.
n) I would like to suggest specifying the term “Likert scale” instead of “never, sometimes and always. The scoring was done in order of 0,1 and 2, respectively”. (lines 22, 23 and page 02).
o) I have another suggestion for one of the advanced data analysis methods, which is the Analytical Hierarchy Process approach (AHP) in Geographic Information Systems (GIS). By using this, the author can properly illustrate the constraints spatially, especially administrative boundary-wise wise.
p) In the result section, the author just provided some facts without any logical evidence or justification.
Eg: “……..local villagers can be resolved by involving them in various developmental activities and praising collective efforts”. (lines 17, 18, and page 03).

Here, the author should provide examples for various developmental activities.

q) The author should briefly describe Situation-Based Extension Approach (SBEA) and this approach should be mentioned under the Methodology section too.

r) The results/discussion section should be more advanced and logically discuss the relevant subjective factors.

s) The author should mention the limitations of this study and future research on this subject. This might be useful for other researchers who are interested in studies on highway transportation systems.
t) I thoroughly advise the author to rewrite this paper properly to align with the standard quality of international research papers.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are recent but not sufficient. In the reference list, the author limited five references only. This realizes, the author did not have adequate knowledge in this study/filed. Thus, I suggest some reference here,
· Saini, R. P. Challenges and Opportunities in the Functioning of Panchayati Raj Institutions in India.
· Gour, C. L. (2015). An Analytical Study on Role Performance of Leaders in
	




	
	Panchayati Raj System of Hoshangabad District Madhya Pradesh. Department of Extension Education. Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia Krishi Vishwa Vidhyalaya, Gwalior, College of Agriculture, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh.
· Sukumar, N., Lal, L. D., & Mishra, V. K. (2019). Inclusiveness in the panchayati raj institutions. Journal of Social Inclusion Studies, 5(1), 72-88.
· Mitra, S. K. (2001). Making local government work: local elites, panchayati raj and governance in India. The success of India’s democracy, 6, 103-126.
Accordingly, I thoroughly advise, the author should enhance the context especially literature and discussion parts along with the sufficient references to logically illustrate this study and ensure the flow of this with perfect evidences.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	a) Numerous grammatical and typographical issues have been identified. I strongly advise the authors to seek assistance from a native English speaker to significantly enhance the quality of the manuscript and use academic terminology.
Eg:
· “…	sarpanch and deputy sarpanch were selected” (line 17 and 18, page 02). –
The first letter of these terms should be in capital letters as Sarpanch and Deputy Sarpanch.
· “……………by the sarpanch and deputy sarpanch of Navsari district in rural governance and analyze suggestions proposed	” (line 13, 14 and page 02). – It
should be analyzing
· “The results obtained from this study clearly demonstrates that the performance of sarpanch	” (line 01, page 07).
· “These limitations not only restrict the smooth functioning of gram panchayats but also negatively affects	” (line 05, 06,07, page 07).
b) I recommend that the author must seriously consider about academic writing.
Eg:
· “ These findings are similar to as reported by Sangada et al. (2019), Khade et al. (2020) and Thippeswamy (2024).” (line 08, 09 and Page 04).
· “…	easier administrative procedure in order to avoid unnecessary delay in work
and teaching unity and co-operation	” (line 06, 07 and page 05).
· “Randomly 10 gram panchayats were selected from each taluka, thus making total number of selected gram panchayats	” (line 17, 18, page 02).
	

	Optional/General comments
	a) The author must pay attention to how to attach the figures and mention the sources. If you mention the figure number in the respective paragraph, you should write it properly, like Table 01/ Figure 01.
Eg: “The data presented in table 1 indicates that lack of sufficient funds from government…..” (line 01 and page 03).

b) The author should properly create the bar chart (Figure 02) because the colour of the bars has changed.
c) Especially, name the “X” and “Y” axes in the chart.
d) The paragraphs should make the formatting a standard way.
Eg: The spacing between Keywords and the Introduction part is a little bit high.
e) Properly write the paragraphs.
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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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