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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study demonstrates how common machine-learning algorithms (MLR, SVR, MARS, RF) can estimate soaked California Bearing Ratio (CBR) of natural and stabilized soils using a small dataset. Reliable CBR prediction supports safer and more economical pavement and geotechnical design, especially in regions where laboratory testing is resource-intensive. The work provides a practical reference for civil engineers and researchers seeking to integrate AI/ML into geotechnical property estimation.
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	The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes objectives, methods, and results. You may slightly shorten repetitive performance metrics (e.g., report key best results once) for conciseness.
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	The experimental program, data processing, and ML modelling are well described and technically sound. The small sample size is acknowledged and acceptable for a preliminary study. Figures and tables support the conclusions.
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	References are relevant and mostly recent (many within the last 10 years). You could consider adding a recent review on ML applications in geotechnical engineering for broader context, e.g., “Zhang & Goh, 2022, Automation in Construction, 139, 104283.”
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	Overall English is understandable and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor edits for grammar and flow (e.g., remove a few long sentences and repeated words) would improve readability.
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