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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a comprehensive assessment of insect biodiversity in mulberry plantations, a key agroecosystem for sericulture. By documenting 53 insect species belonging to several orders, it establishes valuable baseline data that can guide integrated pest management strategies while promoting ecological balance.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title: “Biodiversity assessment of Insect fauna in Mulberry plantations: A study from Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat” is clear and informative, but it can be made more concise and scientifically appealing. It currently repeats the idea of "insect fauna" (which is implicit in biodiversity) and could be refined to better reflect the study’s scope and location.

Here are some alternative suggestions:
“Insect Diversity in Mulberry Plantations: A Case Study from Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It is clear and informative, but there are a few points that could make it more comprehensive and aligned with standard scientific abstracts. Here are my suggestions:

Strengths of the abstract

It clearly states the study location and period.

Provides methods of collection (though briefly).

Presents key findings with taxonomic breakdown (Coleoptera, Hymenoptera, etc.).

Mentions the scientific importance (future studies, speciation, faunal formation).

Suggested improvements

Background/Context: Add 1-2 lines at the beginning on the importance of studying insect biodiversity in mulberry plantations, especially for sericulture and ecological balance. This will connect the study with its broader significance.

Methods (concise): Instead of simply stating “specimens were collected,” briefly describe the techniques used. This builds credibility.
Results (quantitative): You gave the taxonomic breakdown, which is good. You could also include a summary statement of dominant groups and their ecological roles (pollinators, decomposers, pests).

Conclusions/Implications: The last sentence is good, but it could be made stronger by highlighting how this baseline data will help in integrated pest management (IPM) and sustainable sericulture practices.

Overall: I recommend adding context and implications, and slightly refining the methods description, while keeping the results concise.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. However, I recommend adding quantitative biodiversity indices, clarifying the sampling design and effort required, and strengthening the ecological implications.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant, but insufficient.

I recommend expanding the list to at least 20 references, including more recent (2018-2023) and global studies on insect diversity, biodiversity indices, and agroecosystem management.

Adding studies on insect diversity related to sericulture will also strengthen the article.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is understandable but lacking in rigor.

Minor grammatical corrections, removal of redundancies, and sentence tightening are required.

A thorough linguistic review (preferably by a native/academic editor or with professional proofreading software) is recommended before submission.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript presents a valuable baseline study on insect biodiversity in mulberry plantations, a field of considerable ecological and economic importance given the role of mulberry in sericulture. This topic is timely and important for biodiversity conservation and sustainable agricultural practices. The authors have done a remarkable job documenting a wide range of insect taxa and linking their presence to ecological functions.

However, the manuscript would benefit from:

- Clarification and strengthening of the sampling design and methodology (number of sites, sampling frequency);

- Integration of biodiversity indices (e.g., Shannon-Wiener, Simpson, Evenness) to complement the descriptive results;

- Improvement of the discussion to better highlight the ecological and practical significance of the results (ecosystem services, pest control, sustainability of sericulture);

- Expanded the reference list with more recent and global studies on insect biodiversity and agroecosystems;

- Careful linguistic revision to improve clarity, grammar, and scientific tone.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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