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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript highlights the differences across farm sizes and across three distinct value chains. The study is relevant, scientifically sound, and provides practical implications for agricultural policy and value chain optimization. 

This manuscript is significant because:

1. It addresses inefficiencies in wheat value chains in the Central Zone of India, a key wheat-producing region.

2. It provides empirical data on costs, returns, and value addition across stakeholders, filling a gap in the literature.

3. It offers evidence-based insights into how reducing intermediaries can improve farmer income and marketing efficiency.

4. It has practical policy relevance for strengthening farmer cooperatives, improving infrastructure, and ensuring food security.
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	Yes, the title is concise, clear, and reflects the scope of the study.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is well-structured and covers objectives, methodology, results, and conclusion. No major changes required.
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	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically robust, methodologically sound, and supported by relevant data analysis.
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	Yes, most references are recent (2020–2025). A few more region-specific value chain studies could be cited, but the current references are adequate.
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	Yes, the English is clear and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical refinements could improve readability but not essential.
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No ethical issues are observed.
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