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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript contributes to the literature in relation to the effectiveness of the TVET program, in this paper it is regarding the dressmaking NC II in the Philippines. It is notable because it shows that the competency-based training impacts employability, livelihood prospects and incomes of the marginalised populations, including adults and out of school children. The results have the potential to guide the policymakers, the educators, and the training institutions in program delivery, firm industrial linkages, and also in addressing the mismatches in the changing labour markets. Therefore, it is of practical and academic importance to the scientific and development community.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and it reflects the objectives and contents of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is detailed and encompasses the objectives, methodology, findings and conclusions. But it may be narrowed down a bit. It would be better to highlight the gap (job-skills mismatch) earlier and draw practical implications in a more scathing manner.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the paper is scientifically accurate. The objectives are appropriate to the descriptive quantitative design, purposive, and snowball sampling, and descriptive statistics. The findings are well displayed in tables and sufficiently argued in reference to national and international literature. It might be possible to analyse causality and more substantially incorporate theories in certain areas.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The sources are mostly adequate, topical, and current, including research up to 2025. Nonetheless, it contains a certain repetition (e.g., the TESDA 2020 and 2022 are mentioned several times). Consistency in formatting (mostly used APA format, but some of the entries do not have all the information like retrieval dates of web reports).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The quality of the language is good and suitable for scholarly communications. However, working on reducing the length of long sentences will help in improving the readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Tables are properly organised, however, Table 3 repeats the income-related items rather than displays the CBT-related measures. This seems to be formatting mistake that needs to be rectified.

· The recommendations part is robust and policy focused; it can be improved by connecting more directly to best practises in the international business.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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