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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper adds a significant piece to the expanding literature on traditional ethnomedicine by methodically recording and examining the factors that sustain ethnomedical customs within tribal groups of the Vizianagaram district. It brings to light the social, cultural, religious, and informational influences that shape health practices among marginalized communities—issues that are vital for shaping public‑health strategies and safeguarding biodiversity. The results provide important perspectives for weaving indigenous wisdom into modern health‑care frameworks, supporting culturally attuned interventions and protecting intangible cultural heritage.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	A better and more holistic title could be: 

Determinants of Persistent Ethnomedical Practices Among Tribal Communities in Vizianagaram District, India: An Exploratory Study
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	While the abstract provides pertinent information, its overall flow and precision could be elevated. It would be advantageous to:

· Organize the articulation of major findings systematically, perhaps by presenting the results within two to three sentences before detailing their implications.

· Conclude with a succinct sentence that accentuates its critical bearing on either governmental policy or future research endeavors.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The research presented demonstrates a robust scientific basis and employs methodologies highly suitable for an initial, exploratory investigation. The strategic deployment of diverse qualitative data gathering techniques, including interviews, key informant discussions, focus groups, substantially bolsters the credibility and dependability of the empirical evidence. However:

· To further solidify the reliability and certainty of the findings, the integration of inferential statistical analyses or the calculation of confidence intervals would be highly beneficial.

· The paper would gain strength from a more explicit and detailed articulation of the causality, clarifying precisely how the identified variables-mass media exposure, religious tenets, fatalistic outlooks, and a propensity for innovativeness-exert their influence on the continued prevalence of ethnomedical practices.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most of the references are old. Some new references may be cited in the article like:
· WHO global report on traditional and complementary medicine 2019. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2019 available at: https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/978924151536 
· Divya, C., Paul, M., Lata, C., Manikandan, G., & Ramasubbu, R. (2024). Ethnomedicinal survey of the Paliyar tribe: a case study of Kadamalaikundu, Theni District. International Journal of Anthropology and Ethnology, 8(1), 15.

· Banisetti, D. K., & Kosuri, N. P. (2023). Ethnobotanical research in the digital age: harnessing technology for data collection and analysis. International Journal of Indigenous Herbs and Drugs, 1-6.

· Silambarasan, R., Sasidharan, S., Kumar, N., Nair, A. S., & Selavinayagam, K. T. (2023). A multivariate and quantitative assessment of medicinal plants used by the indigenous Malayali tribes in the Javadhu hills of Tiruvannamalai district, Tamil Nadu, India. Heliyon, 9(5).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable but can be polished for scholarly communication:

· Shorten long sentences and improve coherence for international readership.

· Ensure consistency in tenses and terminology (e.g., “ethno medical” should consistently be “ethnomedical”).
	

	Optional/General comments


	Additional Comments:

1. The Latitude and Longitude of the study area must be mentioned in the Description of the study area subsection of the Material and methods section, for those international readers who might not know Vizianagaram District by name.

2. The author(s) may include a few photographs of the actual surveys by covering faces of respondents (to protect their identities) for better visual understanding of the core research problem and methodology. Without photographs, figures and graphs the article might not create much interest in the readers to read the full article, which may lead to low citation of the article in the future.

3. Graphs and figures may be plotted for all the data in the manuscript for improving the quality of the article. The figures should be mentioned and described in the text preceding them.
4. The author(s) should add sections pertaining to limitations of the study, recommendations and future research directions from the scope of the study after the conclusions section, describing in brief how this current research can help in developing future research and related policies.
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