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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to the scientific community by addressing a critical gap in pre-census mapping methodologies, particularly for low- and middle-income countries facing geographic and logistical constraints. By proposing a semi-automated GIS-based approach, it demonstrates a scalable and cost-effective solution that enhances both the accuracy and efficiency of census preparation, reducing reliance on traditional manual mapping techniques. The integration of satellite imagery, geospatial data, and automated population estimation represents an innovative step toward modernizing national statistical systems. Furthermore, the study’s rigorous validation process adds scientific credibility, making this research a valuable reference for geographers, demographers, and policymakers working to improve spatial data infrastructure and population enumeration in data-scarce regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title “A Semi-Automated Geographic Information System Approach for Pre-Census Mapping” is suitable and clearly reflects the study’s main focus on GIS and automation in census preparation. It is concise, informative, and academically appropriate. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, I recommend adding a concise section that acknowledges the limitations of the semi-automated GIS approach, such as potential data resolution issues, reliance on satellite imagery quality, and difficulties in updating dynamic regions. Including a comparative discussion with similar GIS-based census mapping studies from other countries would further enhance the paper’s contextual depth and academic value. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. It presents a clear, methodologically sound approach to pre-census mapping using GIS and satellite imagery. The integration of semi-automated techniques, validation with field data, and statistical accuracy assessments (e.g., correlation, MAE, RMSE) demonstrate scientific rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and relevant, covering key international and regional works on GIS-based census mapping. However, some citations are slightly dated, with limited inclusion of the most recent (post-2022) studies on automated geospatial analysis. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is written in clear, formal, and academic English with appropriate technical terminology. The structure and grammar are coherent, and the vocabulary aligns well with research writing standards in geography and GIS. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	This paper presents a well-structured and methodologically sound study introducing a semi-automated GIS approach for pre-census mapping in Mali. The research demonstrates strong scientific rigor, innovative use of geospatial tools, and effective validation using field data. Figures and explanations are clear, and the work offers practical implications for census modernization in developing countries. 
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Khin Mar Yee, University of Mandalay, Myanmar
Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

