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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is very informative since it tested out a theory in a new African context. It also includes indications for sustaining learner motivation and understanding factors of successful schooling. Adding the qualitative study via interviews strengthens the research design of the research. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, it is. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract should mention explicitly the research questions. 
Also the positive correlation result does not correspond to the one in table 2. (for p 0.01 instead of 0.00)
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· INTRODUCTION, more elaboration on the two dimensions of the GRIT is needed 

· INTRODUCTION, there should be a description of the GRIT, including its origin and components 

· INSTRUMENTS, GRIT SCALE, the reason for choosing the GRIT-O scale should be mentioned 

· DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURE, it is written that “academic emotions questionnaires”, but these are not included in the INSTRUMENTS section 

· TABLE 3, GENDER DIFFERENCES IN GRIT, there is a mismatch between the numbers of female and male here and those written in the PARTICIPANT section 
Female 124 = 131

Male 135 = 127 

Also the total of N is 259 instead of 258 as said earlier 

· DISCUSSION, PARAGRAPH 3, “low-income backgrounds” are a variable which is not controlled in the research design

· There is no TABLE showing the actual scores of the GRIT grouped as HIGH, AVERAGE, LOW scores. This lack does not allow for a clear correlation understanding. Do students with high score in GRIT also have good academic performance?

· There are many ill-formed sentences with redundant FULL STOPS splitting sentences into halves. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, there are. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The quality of the language is suitable. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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