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	[bookmark: PART__1:_Comments]PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	· Synthesizes a decade of global evidence on Lean Six Sigma (LSS) applications in construction, providing the most comprehensive consolidation of delay and cost overrun mitigation studies
· Translates findings into actionable recommendations for construction managers, engineers, and policymakers to enhance efficiency and project governance
· Supports the development of industry benchmarks, KPI frameworks, and training initiatives for sustainable quality improvement and performance excellence.
· Contributes to bridging the research–practice divide by aligning Lean Six Sigma theory with the operational realities of modern construction environments
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	- Please ensure the title indicates the study design
Suggestion: “Lean Six Sigma in Construction Project Management Strategies for Reducing Delays and Cost Overruns: A Systematic Review”
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_abstract_of_the_article_comprehen]Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	· Please specify the methodological approach more precisely and state that this is a systematic review following PRISMA 2020 guidelines and indicate the number of databases searched
· Please clarify the main outcome metrics by summarizing average pre- and post-intervention reductions in delay and cost overruns
· Please end with a conclusive statement highlighting the overall contribution
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_manuscript_scientifically,_correc]Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is generally scientifically sound and demonstrates a strong grasp of Lean Six Sigma (LSS) concepts
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· Please add the following supporting sentence early in the Introduction to strengthen the cross-industry relevance of Lean Six Sigma:
“The hybrid Lean and Six Sigma approach, often executed through the DMAIC (Define, Measure, Analyse, Improve, Control) model, provides systematic ways of providing the diagnosis of inefficiencies, enhancing processes, and ensuring continuous improvement (Ihsabaihaki et al., 2025; Idrissi Gartoumi et al., 2024). Lean Six Sigma has also demonstrated measurable success in healthcare, where its application improved workflow efficiency, service quality, and staff performance through structured Lean leadership and data-driven improvement cycles (https://pharmacypractice.org/index.php/pp/article/view/3263)
· Please add the following supporting sentence. This addition will strengthen the discussion by showing consistent evidence from another high-reliability field, highlighting the cross-industry effectiveness and scalability of Lean Six Sigma principles in improving complex operational systems
“Moreover, Lean Six Sigma can be integrated with digital tools such as BIM (Building Information Modelling) technology, and it can double the efficiency of a construction project, as sharing data in real-time and collaborating as a team to solve problems is possible (McDermott et al., 2024; Fang et al., 2023). A recent systematic review in the healthcare sector demonstrated that Lean and Six Sigma methodologies significantly
[bookmark: Is_the_language/English_quality_of_the_a]enhanced hospital pharmacy workflow efficiency, reduced service delays, and improved overall quality performance (https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11056219/)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	· The manuscript is generally clear; However, please ensure English proofreading is completed to maintain grammatical consistency, avoid spelling mistakes, tense consistency, and ensure a uniform concise academic tone throughout the text.
· [bookmark: Optional/General_comments]Maintain consistency in tense and tone to reflect a formal academic style
	

	Optional/General comments
	· Please ensure that the reference list follows journal formatting guidelines
· Please ensure English proofreading is completed to maintain grammatical consistency, avoid spelling mistakes, tense consistency, and ensure a uniform concise academic tone throughout the manuscript
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No direct ethical concerns
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