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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the scientific community by providing empirical evidence on the learning-by-exporting and self-selection hypotheses using data from Zimbabwean manufacturing firms. The study challenges conventional views that productivity gains depend on the development level of export destinations, thereby broadening the debate in international trade literature. Its findings also have policy relevance for export promotion strategies in developing countries.
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	Yes, the title is clear and accurately reflects the main idea and scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear and adequately describes the objectives, methodology, and main findings of the study. However, it could be strengthened by adding a brief mention of the practical relevance of the results for export policy design in developing countries. This would better highlight the contribution of the manuscript to both academic and policy discussions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is well-structured, and the findings are clearly supported by the data and methodology applied.
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	The references are sufficient and cover both classical and recent literature on the learning-by-exporting and self-selection hypotheses. However, it would be advisable to include some more recent studies from the past few years, particularly on emerging markets and the heterogeneity of export destinations, to further strengthen the currency and robustness of the theoretical framework.
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	Yes, the English is clear, professional, and suitable for scholarly communication.
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