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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the role of Piriformospora indica colonization in enhancing the early growth and vigour of rice seedlings under different growth media compositions. The findings are particularly important for regions facing soil degradation, climate variability, and input constraints, as they suggest a biological alternative to chemical-intensive practices. Overall, this work contributes to the scientific community by bridging fundamental plant–microbe interaction studies with practical applications in crop improvement and climate-resilient agriculture.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study appears to be scientifically sound and correct. The experimental design follows appropriate protocols with well-defined treatments, replication, and statistical analysis (ANOVA), ensuring reliability of results. The interpretations are well-supported with relevant literature, and the conclusions align with the data presented. Overall, the manuscript demonstrates scientific validity and contributes meaningfully to the field of plant–microbe interactions and sustainable rice cultivation.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are largely sufficient and relevant, covering foundational studies on Piriformospora indica. Recent works up to 2024 that address plant–microbe interactions, stress mitigation, and rice production constraints. This demonstrates that your manuscript is well-grounded in both classical and current literature. To further strengthen the manuscript, you could consider adding a few more recent and broader-scope references that highlight the global relevance of microbial inoculants, sustainable agriculture, and rice nursery management.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Language and English quality of the manuscript are suitable for scholarly communication. Minor stylistic improvements can be done rather than major corrections. Polishing the language slightly would increase clarity and readability for scholars.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a highly relevant topic in sustainable rice production by evaluating the role of Piriformospora indica colonization under different growth media conditions. The study is well-structured, methodologically sound, and the results are clearly presented with appropriate statistical support. The references are adequate and recent; however, including a few additional global studies on endophytes and sustainable rice cultivation would enhance the international relevance of the work.

Overall, this is a valuable contribution to the field, and with slight refinements in language and minor additions to references, it is suitable for publication.
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