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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides an in-depth comparative analysis of the socio-economic and marketing aspects of chilli cultivation value chains in Andhra Pradesh, focusing on contract, non-contract, and Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) farming models. The research is important for the scientific community, as it sheds light on the structural and functional differences among diverse farming arrangements, highlighting their impact on efficiency, equity, and resilience within agribusiness. The findings serve as a valuable resource for policymakers and practitioners by identifying challenges, such as price volatility and inadequate market infrastructure, and recommending targeted policy interventions. In addition, the manuscript advances learning in agricultural economics by emphasizing the role of institutional innovation like FPOs and contract farming in empowering smallholders, improving market linkages, and fostering sustainable value chain development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Analyzing Socio-Economic and Marketing Aspects of Chilli Cultivation Value Chains," accurately reflects the scope and focus of the manuscript. It is concise and relevant for scholarly audiences in agribusiness and agricultural economics. However, for greater specificity and regional relevance, a suggested alternative could be: "Comparative Analysis of Chilli Value Chains in Andhra Pradesh: Socio-Economic and Marketing Perspectives among Contract, Non-Contract, and FPO Farmers.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively summarizes the background, methodology, key results, and practical implications, making it comprehensive for scholarly communications. Nonetheless, it could benefit from explicit mention of the sample size, data collection period, and statistical methods employed, as well as a brief statement about the significance of the findings for the wider agribusiness sector. Highlighting these aspects would provide readers with a clearer understanding of the study’s rigor and applicability."
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript maintains scientific rigor throughout, employing robust methodologies like Garrett’s ranking and descriptive statistics, and presenting results with appropriate statistical tests. The analysis is well-grounded in contemporary literature, making valid comparisons with previous studies and offering meaningful contributions to the field.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited are substantial and cover both foundational and recent literature, with sources extending up to 2023. The spectrum includes empirical studies, theoretical frameworks, and policy-related research essential for agribusiness scholars. To further strengthen the manuscript, consider citing additional recent works discussing digital technologies in value chain management or climate-smart agriculture interventions relevant to spice production, such as:

· Reardon, T., & Minten, B. (2023). "Digitizing Agricultural Value Chains in Developing Countries." Annual Review of Resource Economics.

· World Bank. (2023). "Climate-Smart Agriculture and Value Chains."
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript uses clear, formal language appropriate for scholarly communication in agricultural economics and agribusiness. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	This research offers significant insights into how different value chain models impact smallholder livelihoods and agribusiness efficiency. The comparative approach is a strong point and may inspire similar studies in other regional or crop contexts. Minor stylistic edits and inclusion of the latest empirical literature would further increase the manuscript’s impact and relevance for both science and practice.
Based on its scientific rigor, comprehensive analysis, relevance, and the overall quality of scholarly presentation, this manuscript merits "Minor Revision" category: while the work is robust and makes a valuable contribution to agribusiness and agricultural economics, minor amendments especially in refining the abstract, tightening language, and considering a few additional recent references will enhance its impact and clarity for publication.
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