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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insight into the atypical and prolonged course of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) mononucleosis in an immunocompetent adult. By describing the rare coexistence of cholestatic hepatitis, hyperferritinemia, transient autoantibody elevations, CMV IgM cross-reactivity, and delayed splenic infarction, it highlights important diagnostic challenges clinicians may face. The case underscores the potential for EBV to mimic autoimmune, malignant, or hyperinflammatory syndromes, which has implications for both clinical management and avoidance of unnecessary invasive testing or treatment. It contributes to the scientific community by broadening the spectrum of EBV-related complications and reinforcing the importance of considering EBV in atypical prolonged febrile illnesses.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	“Prolonged Epstein-Barr Virus Mononucleosis with Cholestatic Hepatitis, Hyperferritinemia, and Delayed Splenic Infarction in an Immunocompetent Adult” — more concise but still highlights the uniqueness.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	 The abstract is comprehensive and summarizes aims, case presentation, discussion, and conclusion.

  Suggestions:

· Simplify some sentences for clarity (e.g., “After an extensive workup and initially negative EBV studies…” could be shortened).

· Add a brief statement on clinical outcome (e.g., “The patient improved with supportive management and had stable recovery after discharge.”).

· Consider reducing detail on CMV serology in the abstract, as it may distract from the central message.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	 the manuscript is scientifically correct, with appropriate laboratory data, clinical correlation, and discussion of pathophysiology.

 Differential diagnoses (autoimmune hepatitis, HLH, CMV infection) are addressed appropriately.

 Interpretation of CMV IgM cross-reactivity is well justified.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	 References are sufficient, relevant, and fairly recent (spanning 2006–2023).

  You may consider adding:

· A recent review on EBV and autoimmunity or EBV and liver disease to strengthen the discussion on autoimmune markers.

· Example: Cohen JI. Epstein–Barr virus infection. N Engl J Med. 2000;343(7):481-492. (classic, still widely cited)


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Language and Scholarly Suitability

· The language is clear, professional, and appropriate for scholarly communication.

· Minor edits could enhance readability (e.g., shortening some complex sentences in the abstract and discussion).


	

	Optional/General comments


	Optional / General Comments

· Subsection headings in the discussion (hepatic involvement, hyperferritinemia, autoantibody positivity, CMV cross-reactivity, splenic complications) would improve readability.

· Condensing the keywords to 4–6 may better fit journal requirements.

· Consider briefly noting patient prognosis in the conclusion to complete the clinical picture.

 the manuscript presents a rare and clinically valuable case of atypical Epstein-Barr virus mononucleosis with multiple unusual features. It is well written and supported by a thorough diagnostic workup.

  Minor revisions are recommended before acceptance:

1. Streamline the abstract for clarity and include a brief statement on patient outcome.

2. Consider shortening the title slightly for conciseness.

3. Add clear subsections in the discussion to improve readability.

4. Condense keywords to 4–6 terms in line with most journal requirements.

 Overall, this is a scientifically sound case report that would add value to the infectious disease and hepatology literature.
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