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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is important to determine the financial sustainability between pensioned and non-pensioned military veterans, as Malaysia is approaching super-aged society in next 10-15 years. Early signal and preparations are important. The use of health sustainability index will contribute to broader knowledge in the research areas. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Partly comprehensive, especially on the study design, place and duration of study and methodology. ‘Aims’ section to be changed to ‘Introduction’ based on the description and to explicitly descript the objectives of the study such as to forge a more equitable mechanism. Since this is ‘study protocol’ manuscript, the existence of the results and conclusion might be misleading.  
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Technically yes subject to addressing comment on reference 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	It is observed that the manuscript lack of reference – to enhance reference related to section 2.2: development of the HSI
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Suitable with some enhancements are needed for better clarity / easy to read i.e. under 2.1 Study design

· first paragraph: greater explanation and clarity on the ‘sequential exploratory design’ and the use of ‘two phases’

· third paragraph: to support explanation on existing mechanism that lead to the use of ‘new mechanism’ in the study
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	To relook ‘result and discussion’ and ‘conclusion’ as this a protocol study. Suggest to have greater explanation and justification on the how the study design/method can help achieve the objectives/aims/ultimate goal of the study. 
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