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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents a significant advancement in combating Late Wilt Disease in maize, employing marker-assisted selection to develop disease-resistant inbred lines. The successful integration of resistance into the widely cultivated 'Hema' hybrid demonstrates the efficacy of molecular breeding in enhancing yield stability and biotic stress resilience. The study's findings provide valuable contributions to the understanding of trait associations, genetic diversity, and hybrid performance, offering a robust foundation for future maize breeding initiatives and the development of sustainable, high-yielding, disease-resistant varieties.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, covering the background, objectives, methodology, key results, and conclusion. To make it more concise and impactful, slight refinements are recommended, such as reducing methodological detail and adding a clear concluding sentence. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with a well-defined objective and a suitable experimental design. The use of alpha lattice layout with replications and statistical analyses like ANOVA, correlation, PCA, and cluster analysis supports the validity of the conclusions. The results are consistently interpreted with the data and existing literature, justifying the conclusion that MAS-derived inbreds can enhance LWD resistance and hybrid performance.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	the references in the manuscript are adequate, relevant, and largely recent, reflecting a good balance between foundational and current literature in maize breeding and Late Wilt Disease (LWD) research

Kumar, R., et al. (2023). “Genome-assisted breeding for biotic stress resistance in maize: recent advances and prospects.” Frontiers in Plant Science, 14:1189024.
→ Highlights integration of genomics and MAS for disease resistance, strengthening methodological context.
Degani, O., & Gordani, A. (2023). “Advances in management of Magnaporthiopsis maydis and genetic resistance in maize.” Plants, 12(8):1672.
→ Provides updated global perspective on LWD and molecular detection methods.
Maqbool, M. A., & Rasheed, A. (2022). “Marker-assisted and genomic selection in maize breeding under stress conditions.” The Plant Genome, 15(2):e20142.
→ Adds a broader genomic breeding context to your MAS approach.
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