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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insight into the genetic relationships between yield and quality traits in Persea americana ecotypes cultivated in southern India. The study employs correlation, path coefficient, and genetic divergence analyses to identify key yield determinants, particularly highlighting pulp weight and number of fruits as direct contributors to yield. The findings are relevant for plant breeders, genetic resource managers, and horticultural researchers aiming to improve avocado productivity and adaptation under tropical conditions. Moreover, the work supports the development of breeding strategies for climate-resilient fruit crops, which is significant given the rising global demand for avocados.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is concise, informative, and accurately reflects the scope and analytical approach of the research. It integrates the genetic and multivariate aspects appropriately.
Suggested alternative (optional): “Genetic Association and Divergence among Yield and Quality Traits in Avocado Ecotypes from Southern India.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract clearly presents the objectives, methodology, and major findings, including correlation patterns, direct and indirect effects from path analysis, and clustering outcomes. However, it could benefit from a more explicit statement on the implications for breeding programs and potential commercial application. Adding one concluding sentence linking results to sustainable avocado improvement would strengthen its impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The research is methodologically sound. The use of genotypic and phenotypic correlation coefficients, path coefficient analysis, and Tocher’s clustering method is appropriate and statistically justified. The study correctly identifies yield-associated traits, and the analytical framework follows established genetic evaluation standards (Dewey and Lu, 1959; Rao, 1952). The conclusions are well aligned with the results, showing good internal consistency.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, mostly covering foundational and recent studies related to avocado genetics, biochemical characterization, and plant breeding. Nonetheless, including a few more recent references (post-2020) from journals focused on tropical fruit breeding or molecular diversity could further enrich the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear, technically accurate, and suitable for scientific publication. Minor grammatical revisions (e.g., sentence flow and article usage) are suggested to improve readability but do not affect the scientific merit. The tone is formal and appropriate for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript contributes to the limited body of literature on avocado genetic diversity in India. The integration of multivariate statistics enhances the interpretive depth. Figures and tables are well organized, though the discussion could emphasize breeding implications more explicitly. The study’s novelty lies in linking regional ecotypes with measurable yield determinants, offering practical guidance for cultivar selection and genetic conservation.
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