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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study offers valuable insights into optimizing Sali rice cultivation in Assam through improved management of microclimatic and thermal factors. By analyzing radiation and heat use efficiency (RUE and HUE) under different establishment methods and planting densities, it contributes to sustainable rice intensification and climate-resilient farming. The findings provide practical guidance for enhancing yield and resource-use efficiency in similar agro-ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title — “Modified Paddy Ecosystem on Radiation Use Efficiency, Thermal Indices, Growth and Yield Performance of Sali Rice in Assam” — clearly reflects the research theme.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and clearly presents objectives, methods and key results. It can be improved by slightly reducing repetitive data. Adding a concluding line on its broader implications for sustainable rice production or climate-resilient farming and emphasizing how the integration of SRI and early transplanting benefits long-term productivity and resource efficiency.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and well-grounded in experimental design. The factorial split-plot structure, replication and ANOVA-based statistical analyses are appropriate. The study parameters — particularly RUE, HUE and microclimatic indices — are explained properly. The results are coherent and supported by correlation analyses that validate physiological and agronomic relationships. Figures and tables effectively present trends and significance. Overall, the scientific foundation is robust and credible.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, relevant and include several recent studies (2023–2025), ensuring good literature content. Overall, the literature support is satisfactory and up to date.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in clear, scholarly English with only minor grammatical refinements (such as article use and sentence transitions) needed. No signs of plagiarism were found and the manuscript appears original and well-cited.
	

	      Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-organized and scientifically robust, providing significant insights into optimizing rice productivity through microclimatic and thermal management. Minor refinement in language is recommended to enhance clarity and conciseness. Overall, the study makes a valuable contribution to sustainable rice production research.
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