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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides the information on the possibility of use of locally available balsam apple as feed ingredient for pregnant ewes in a state in Nigeria. Such studies are valuable for the scientific community as they help to explore the potential benefits of the locally available plant resources to improve livestock nutrition in semi-arid production system. It also contributes to researches for sustainable, low cost animal production with alternate feed sources.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The authors are advised to mention the number of the animals used for the trial. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct. However, it would be better if the authors describe more regarding the statistical analysis.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Many of the references cited are outdated. The authors are recommended to include more recent studies in the Introduction and to discuss the results with the findings of recent similar studies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Overall, the language is fine, with some instances of typos and grammatical errors (e.g. ABSTACT, Capitalization of words, consistency of oC, Kg, g/day, unit for ADG value)
	

	Optional/General comments


	In the Introduction part, authors can describe more about the balsam apple, its nutritional composition and previous studies of its use in animal feeding. Authors are also recommended to provide a clear justification of this study. It would be more useful to include the economic aspect of using the balsam apple as an alternative to conventional feeds. 

In the Materials and Methods, including a visual map of the study area and the time period when this research was conducted would improve the contextual clarity. The authors should also mention where and how did they conduct the proximate analysis of the feed. Additionally, also mention whether all ewes were at the same stage of pregnancy during the trial? Also state what software were used for the statistical analysis. 

In Results and Discussion, authors are recommended to provide the possible reasons why the treatment 4 group had low CPI and high CFI compared to other treatment groups.
The references should follow a consistent citation style.
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