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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript enhances molecular identification of forensically important phorid flies in Eastern India, providing first COI barcodes for Megaselia rufipes and Puliciphora borinquenensis in India. It strengthens reference databases, aids identification of cryptic or larval specimens, and supports forensic investigations. The study also provides a framework for future phylogenetic work on Phoridae.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, it accurately reflects the content.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Comprehensive.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. Methods (sampling, DNA extraction, PCR, sequencing, phylogenetic and species delimitation analyses) are sound. Results support conclusions.
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	Sufficient and up-to-date (2023–2024). No additions needed.
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	Clear and suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Figures and tables are informative. The study provides valuable regional data for forensic entomology.
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