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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript presents a systematic evaluation of the effect of culture media and incubation temperatures on the growth and sclerotia formation of Sclerotium rolfsii, a widely distributed soil-borne pathogen of considerable agricultural importance. The findings provide insights into the optimum conditions for pathogen growth and reproduction, which are essential for conducting pathogenicity assays, screening host resistance, and studying variability among isolates. Such studies are also valuable in designing management strategies for stem rot in cluster bean and other crops. The work adds practical knowledge relevant to both basic and applied plant pathology research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “Optimization of Growth Parameters for Sclerotium rolfsii Sacc. in relation to Media and Temperature”, is appropriate, concise, and clearly reflects the scope of the study. An alternative title could be: “Influence of Culture Media and Temperature on Growth and Sclerotia Formation of Sclerotium rolfsii Sacc.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract adequately summarizes the objectives, methodology, and key findings. However, it could be condensed to emphasize the optimum medium (oat meal agar, PDA) and temperature (30 °C). Repetition of data points may be reduced for better readability, and a concluding sentence highlighting the practical implications should be added.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with clearly described methodology, replicates, and statistical analysis. Results are consistent with earlier findings and well supported by references. However, some sections of the discussion are repetitive and may be condensed. Explicit mention of the statistical design used (e.g., CRD) would further strengthen clarity.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and mostly recent, with good coverage of relevant studies. Some duplications (e.g., Kushwaha et al., 2019; Napte et al., 2021) should be removed. Additionally, the “Anonymous (2020)” citation should be updated with a complete source reference. A few more recent international studies (post-2020) on S. rolfsii ecology or pathogenicity could be added to strengthen the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally written in acceptable English for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical corrections, reduction of redundancy, and improving sentence flow in the abstract and discussion would enhance readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Figures and plates are appropriate but should include clearer legends for independent understanding.

· The conclusion section may be shortened to highlight the main outcomes and practical applications rather than repeating results.
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