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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript explores a crucial yet under-researched aspect of adolescent mental health in Nigeria, focusing on the relationship between self-esteem, parental attachment, and non-suicidal self-injury (NSSI). It offers significant local data that enriches the global comprehension of NSSI within non-Western cultures. By emphasizing family dynamics and psychological factors, the study provides practical insights relevant for educators, clinicians, and policymakers. Ultimately, it fills a vital research void and presents clear implications for preventive and therapeutic strategies aimed at adolescents.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title accurately represents the central variables and target population, proving to be both informative and relevant. An optional suggestion for improvement could be: “Self-Esteem, Parental Attachment, and Mental Health Correlates of Non-Suicidal Self-Injury among In-School Adolescents in Gboko, Benue State.” This revision enhances clarity and reduces redundancy.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Overall, the abstract is effectively structured, summarizing the purpose, design, sample, instruments, and main findings, supplemented by adequate statistical information and a clear recommendations section. A suggested improvement includes incorporating a brief mention of the theoretical foundation, such as attachment or self-concept theory, and rechecking decimal point usage (e.g., using “0.869” instead of “0,869”). The abstract meets scholarly standards and is well-written.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is methodologically sound and scientifically accurate, with appropriate research design, sampling, and data analysis techniques aligned with study objectives. Results interpretation is logical and evidence-based. However, it is suggested that the authors strengthen the rationale for choosing the Reasons for Attempting Suicide Questionnaire (RAAQ), as it is traditionally associated with suicidal ideation, not Non-Suicidal Self-Injury (NSSI). Clarifying the adaptation of the RAAQ for this specific purpose would improve scientific precision.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are deemed sufficient, relevant, and recent, showcasing a comprehensive understanding of the topic. They include significant studies that enhance both the theoretical and empirical basis of the work. The cited literature effectively supports the manuscript's arguments and reflects the authors' awareness of the latest research developments in the field.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Overall, the manuscript is in clear, academic English appropriate for publication. While it meets scholarly standards, minor grammatical refinements and shortening of lengthy sentences, especially in the Introduction and Discussion sections, could improve its readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This study provides significant insights into adolescent mental health and self-injury in Nigeria, illustrating well-considered structure and ethical standards. Recommendations for improvement include the addition of a visual conceptual framework to outline variable relationships, enhancing the implications section with context-specific suggestions for schools and mental health practitioners, and standardizing table formatting with consistent decimal notation.
The manuscript is deemed scientifically sound, ethically appropriate, and relevant to adolescent psychology. It requires minor revisions concerning theoretical grounding, and linguistic refinements to improve clarity and academic quality. Once these revisions are made, the paper will be suitable for publication.
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