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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	I think this paper addresses an important public health issue, especially in a high HBV-prevalence region. Understanding how HepB affects blood and coagulation markers in pregnancy can help strengthen antenatal care and screening programs. Even though the results confirm known associations, local data like this are still valuable for policy and practice in Nigeria.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title could be improved. I suggest: “Hematologic and Haemostatic Alterations in HBsAg-Positive Pregnant Women in Edo State, Nigeria.” It’s shorter and highlights the study’s main comparison.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is informative but a bit long and descriptive. I’d recommend trimming the methods and emphasizing what’s important about the findings. The conclusion could be rewritten to show how these results justify HepB screening and monitoring during pregnancy, rather than just restating outcomes.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study design is appropriate for the question, but the control group is small compared to the infected group, and the analysis is limited to simple comparisons and correlations. Some important confounders (like gestational age or nutrition) aren’t controlled for. These should be reflected in limitations. The interpretation should stay descriptive rather than implying cause.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are mostly relevant, though several are older. Adding a few recent regional studies (from 2021–2024) on HepB and pregnancy outcomes would strengthen the context and show where this work fits in current evidence.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The paper is understandable but wordy in parts. A language edit for grammar, flow, and conciseness would make it read more smoothly and sound more professional.
	

	Optional/General comments


	I found the rationale unclear. The introduction talks about HepB in pregnancy and the related blood changes, but it doesn’t really explain why this study was needed or what gap it fills. It would help if the authors stated whether earlier research in Nigeria or Edo is limited or short. Also, the introduction ends abruptly. It doesn’t clearly state the study’s aim or main question. A short final line summarizing the purpose would make it stronger and easier to follow.
The main limitation for me is that the rationale isn’t clear and the cross-sectional design limits how much can be said about risk or progression. I would also like to see a clearer explanation of how these findings can be used in practice, whether monitoring these markers helps guide care or simply justifies HepB screening.

The paper is also missing a strengths and limitations section. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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