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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insight into the microbial quality of commonly consumed vegetables in Port Harcourt, highlighting a significant public health concern. The detection of pathogenic bacteria such as Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus underscores the potential risk of foodborne infections associated with raw vegetable consumption. By identifying contamination levels and bacterial species across different vegetables, the study contributes to understanding local food safety gaps and the need for improved hygiene practices during harvesting, handling, and marketing. These findings can guide policymakers, food safety authorities, and public health professionals in designing interventions to minimize microbial risks and enhance consumer safety.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes  However, it can be slightly refined for precision and scientific appeal. 

A few improved alternatives:

1.“Microbial Assessment of Selected Vegetables Sold in Open Markets of Port Harcourt, Nigeria”

2.“Bacterial Contamination and Public Health Implications of Cabbage, Carrot, and Lettuce Sold in Port Harcourt Markets”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	To make it more comprehensive and publication-ready, a few refinements and additions are recommended:

Strengths:
· The background effectively highlights the importance of vegetables and their vulnerability to contamination.

· The aim and study location are clearly mentioned.

· Quantitative results are presented, showing comparative contamination levels among vegetables.

· Major bacterial isolates are identified.

Suggested Improvements:
1. Add a clearer objective statement for example, “This study aimed to assess the bacterial contamination levels and identify the predominant bacterial species associated with commonly consumed vegetables sold in open markets in Port Harcourt.”

2. Include brief methodological details mention the sample processing techniques (e.g., “Samples were analyzed using standard plate count and biochemical identification methods”).

3. Summarize implications or recommendations end with a concluding line that connects findings to food safety or public health (e.g., “The presence of pathogenic bacteria indicates the need for improved hygiene during handling and marketing of fresh vegetables to safeguard consumer health”).

4. Language refinement the first sentence could be shortened for impact, and minor grammatical adjustments can enhance readability.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
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	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study addresses an important public health issue by examining bacterial contamination in fresh vegetables commonly consumed in Port Harcourt. The work is relevant and contributes useful data to the field of food microbiology and food safety.
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