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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. The manuscript presents an ecologically relevant study evaluating the diversity, abundance, and climatic responsiveness of Drosophila species in the Kamrang area of South Sikkim. 
2. The MS provides baseline information on Drosophila communities from a relatively underexplored region.
3. However, the manuscript would benefit from improvements in structure, data interpretation, and presentation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	1. The sampling period is March–May only; therefore remove seasonal variation sentence from the first sentence in abstract.
2. Clarify the sampling frequency (e.g., weekly, biweekly) and the number of replicates per microhabitat.
3. Mention the statistical data in the abstract wherever suitable.
4. Ensure consistent italicization of Drosophila species names throughout.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	1. The manuscript is methodologically correct and scientifically designed, but it represents a preliminary ecological survey rather than a comprehensive long-term study.
2. Species identification using standard taxonomic keys and the application of Shannon, Simpson, and Berger–Parker indices are standard and acceptable approaches in biodiversity research. 
3. Mention the magnification size of microscope photographs (Drosophila images).

4. Mention the Specification of microscope used for photography.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	1. References should follow a consistent format (e.g., ensure all citations include year and author names uniformly).
2. Add the following reference.

3.  Rawat, D., Pradhan, S., Sati, P. C., Khali, S., Kanita, K., & Fartyal, R. S. (2025). A review of Drosophilids (Drosophilidae: Diptera) biodiversity in India: Insights from the Northern and Western-Southern regions. Environment Conservation Journal. — This review covers ~231 drosophilid species in the Indian subcontinent. https://doi.org/10.36953/ecj.31873039

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	1. Yes, the manuscript is well written and logically structured. However, Minor grammatical and formatting corrections are recommended.
2. Ensure consistent italicization of Drosophila species names.

3. Simplify repetitive phrasing (e.g., “in and around the Kamrang area” → “around the Kamrang area”).
4. Check the line and word spacing throughout the MS.

5. Check the Spelling of Scientific names throughtout.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study contributes important baseline data on Drosophila species composition from a relatively unexplored montane subtropical region of the Eastern Himalayas. The combination of diversity indices and climatic correlation analysis adds ecological depth.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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