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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant for the scientific community because it shows how traditional, locally sourced snacks can be improved nutritionally and serve as cost-effective ways to tackle protein-energy malnutrition. By combining cereals, legumes, and oilseeds, the study presents a practical method for enhancing dietary protein quality and amino acid balance. This is particularly important for low-resource settings. The in-vivo experiments provide scientific value by confirming the safety and biological effectiveness of these formulations, going beyond simple proximate analysis. Overall, the findings add to food science, public health nutrition, and community-based dietary efforts aimed at improving nutritional security.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, but it can be made more concise and impactful by shortening it to something like:

“Nutritional Evaluation and In-Vivo Assessment of Traditional Snacks from Zuru Community, Kebbi State.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Some additional points are as follows:-
1) The current abstract is a bit wordy and reads like a mini-article. It can be made shorter and more focused

2) Including 1–2 key data points in abstract (e.g., highest BV or NPU values) would strengthen the abstract and make it more scientific.

3) Briefly state the number of animals used and duration of the feeding trial (28 days is mentioned but could be emphasized).
4) Some sentences are overly complex and could be split into 2 sentences for readability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and follows the right experimental procedures. It includes AOAC-approved methods for analyzing proximate and protein quality. The feeding trials with albino rats are well-structured, and the statistical analysis uses ANOVA with Duncan’s Multiple Range Test. The results align with existing literature and support the authors’ conclusions about the nutritional value and health benefits of the snacks. However, I recommend that the authors carefully check and correct any formatting or typing errors in the numerical data, such as the organ weight values in Table 2. They should also specify the number of animals used in each treatment group and briefly discuss whether the sample size was enough for proper statistical power. Including more key numerical highlights, like the highest BV, NPU, or TPD values, in the abstract and discussion would further strengthen the study's scientific impact.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in this manuscript are generally sufficient and fairly recent, with several from 2018–2022, which shows that the authors considered current literature. The inclusion of FAO/WHO (2013)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the manuscript is understandable but not fully polished for scholarly communication. The ideas are clear, but there are several grammatical issues, overly long sentences, and occasional awkward phrasing that make some sections harder to read.
Recommendation:  

The article needs a careful language edit by a native or professional English editor. This will improve sentence structure, grammar, and readability. It will also make the scientific findings clearer and more effective.
	

	Optional/General comments


	General Comments:  

This study is well thought out and relevant. It tackles an important public health issue by looking at affordable, locally available solutions to protein-energy malnutrition. The experimental design, use of AOAC methods, and statistical analysis are appropriate and lend credibility to the findings. The data is thorough, and the results are clearly explained, with obvious implications for nutrition policy and community interventions.

1) To improve the quality of the manuscript, I recommend the following:  

2) Carefully revise the language for grammar, clarity, and readability.  

3) Fix minor formatting issues in the tables and ensure consistency in units, decimal points, and superscripts.  

4) Avoid repeating snack composition descriptions in various sections.  

5) Include the number of experimental animals in each group and explain why the sample size is sufficient for statistical power.  

6) Streamline the abstract and consider adding 1–2 key numerical highlights to enhance its impact.  

7) Review the reference list to remove duplicates and think about including some recent global studies to strengthen the context.  

Overall, the study is promising and offers valuable insights for food scientists, nutritionists, and public health workers. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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