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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper under consideration is a big step forward in the relatively new area of digital governance, especially when it comes to Sub-Saharan Africa. It not only employs AI and econometrics in a way that comes up with a new and previously unthought-of framework for predicting governance performance' based on digital maturity indicators, but also uses this combination as a basis for its research. The research is sometimes considered an important methodological step or even a breakthrough, as it is not just descriptive in its approach but provides quantifiable and forward-looking insights. It is a must-read for policymakers, development practitioners, and scholars whose interests lie in the areas of e-governance, decentralization, and digital transformation in developing countries.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and accurately reflects the scope and methodology of the study. It is clear, informative, and appropriately technical for a scholarly audience.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is laid out in a very good manner and is all-encompassing, giving a clear and effective picture of the supported issue, methods used, main findings along with their bearers. Nevertheless, the following slight enhancements are proposed:

For the sake of lucidity, present the particular models of machine learning employed (Random Forest and Neural Networks) at the beginning of the abstract.

It would be a good idea to say a little about the urban–rural gap in terms of digital maturity, as it is one of the major findings, too.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Absolutely, the manuscript is scientifically solid. The methods used are strict and they consist of PCA, regression, and machine learning with fitting validation metrics (RMSE, MAE, R²). The theoretical basis has been established through literature and the hypotheses are tested and substantiated with data. The results are interpreted in a careful manner and are consistent with the presented data.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and mostly recent, covering foundational theories and contemporary studies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is clear, formal, and appropriate for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical refinements could improve flow in a few sections, but overall, the manuscript is well-written and accessible to an academic audience.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is a very good and a pioneer contribution to the area of digital governance as well as predictive public administration.

Its methodological accuracy and policy relevance justify its publication after minor revisions.
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