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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	As claimed by the authors, the study titled, "MOLECULAR CHARACTERIZATION OF AFLATOXIN PRODUCING FUNGI ASSOCIATED WITH STORED GRAINS IN BAUCHI METROPOLIS" was conducted in the microbiology laboratory of Abubakar Tafawa Balewa. The researchers collected total of 100 of stored grains samples (rice, groundnut, maize, and millet) 25 of each as they wanted to isolate and characterize Aflatoxin producing fungi associated with the spoilage of some stored grains within Bauchi metropolis. During the experiment Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) by extracting the DNA following the Bioneers kit was used. The study found a diverse array of Aspergillus species capable of producing aflatoxins. Overall, the established relationship between the grain type and aflatoxin contamination is denoted as highly significant dependent factors which may satisfy the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title of the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract of the article is comprehensive. The  format combines all information into cohesive paragraphs. The only concern is it id is too long, and somewhat repetitive. I suggest the authors to includes these vast details in results section.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Most part of the manuscript is scientifically correct. The organization and anatomy of the scientific manuscript enlisting the essential features have been kept in mind by the authors while writing a manuscript. 

(a) The most awkward concern is I think the "Figure 1: Agarose gel image  of PCR products showing aflS and aflr genes in this study" is not a true image of electrophoresis. Most probably it is a AI generated image. I bring attention of the author to replace it with true image. Clearly mention the molecular weight of marker.

(b) Presence/absence of aflR and aflS genes need  sequence or phylogenetic analysis.

(c) Authors could do HPLC or ELISA, it not possible, atleast show TLC image results in manuscript. 

(d) Please include control samples like uncontaminated grains.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent. The referencing provides evidence to support the assertions and claims in the authors' assignments. By citing experts in the field, the authors are showing their marker that they are aware of the field in which they are operating. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Some encountered errors:
“the was added mycelia,” (p.03, 2.7.1, 2nd line)
aflr or aflR?
Take care of Inconsistent capitalization and wrong tense usage.
	

	Optional/General comments

	Resolve all the issues mentioned. 
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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