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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides new data on the Azagny Canal, an ecosystem that has been understudied. It highlights the role of phytoplankton as bioindicators of pollution and eutrophication. Its importance lies in offering a scientific basis for water quality monitoring and sustainable management strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suggested title:

Phytoplankton Diversity and Eutrophication Indicators under Anthropogenic Pressure in the Azagny Canal (Côte d'Ivoire)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Recommendations for Improvement

· Highlight the novel contribution (first phytoplankton bioindication study in Azagny Canal).

· Reduce numerical detail (e.g., percentages of taxa) and instead stress ecological implications (eutrophication trend).

· Make the conclusion sharper: link phytoplankton indicators to specific management needs (e.g., controlling agricultural runoff, monitoring domestic wastewater).

· Improve language by replacing repetitive phrases and making sentences more concise.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Introduction

· Some paragraphs are long and lack a clear formulation of the research problem (gap statement).

· There is no specific research question or clear hypothesis.

· Reliance on outdated references (some dating back to the 1990s) without sufficient reference to more recent studies (the last 5 years).
Materials and Methods

· The method for counting and microscopically measuring plankton is not fully described (was a counting chamber used? How many microscopic fields?).

· The statistical procedures are not fully described (which software? What level of statistical confidence?).

Results and Discussion

· There are numerous tables and data, but they are presented more descriptively than analytically (lack of emphasis on "why?").

· Comparisons to the literature are weak; sometimes the results are simply stated as "similar to previous studies" without further explanation.

· The discussion is lengthy, but it does not conclude with a strong analytical conclusion that reconnects the findings to the research objectives.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· A large number of references are outdated (some more than 20–30 years old).

· Some references are duplicated (Konan et al., 2008 cited twice).

· Inconsistent formatting (some use full names, others abbreviated).

· Lack of citations to very recent studies (after 2019).

· Sources should be arranged alphabetically.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is good. 
There are minor spelling errors (e.g., "Val mo" in Table 1 instead of "Mean value").
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