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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution by addressing the persistent public health crisis of maternal and neonatal mortality in Nigeria, a country with one of the highest maternal death rates globally. 
By employing a comparative design across secondary and tertiary healthcare levels, the study provides valuable context-specific data essential for effective policy and program implementation in low- and middle-income countries. Crucially, the finding that high knowledge and favorable attitudes toward Birth Preparedness and Emergency Readiness (BPER) do not translate into adequate practice highlights a critical implementation gap that researchers and policymakers must address.
 The evidence presented offers a strong basis for developing targeted educational interventions for both healthcare providers and women, particularly in the often-overlooked secondary healthcare settings.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	The title is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, successfully conveying the background, aim, methodology (comparative cross-sectional design, N=1,084), key findings, and main conclusion/recommendation .

Suggestions for Addition/Clarification:
1. Clarify the Practice Percentage: The sentence in the abstract that states, "BPER practice was poorer in secondary facilities (84.9%) compared to tertiary (77.1%)", is confusing because "poorer practice" is associated with a higher percentage. The authors should explicitly clarify whether 84.9% represents the percentage of women with poor practice or with good practice in order to remove ambiguity.

2. Highlight Specific Gaps: To strengthen the abstract's impact, the authors should briefly mention which specific component of BPER showed the largest deficit or disparity in practice. For instance, the discussion could mention poor practice in "financial planning" or "identifying a blood donor" as these are the key components listed in the recommendation.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references appear sufficient and recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality are mostly suitable but require minor professional editing for clarity and precision.

	

	Optional/General comments


	This study is a valuable and methodologically sound contribution to maternal health literature, particularly for the Nigerian context. The strength of the paper lies in its comparative approach and its finding that gaps in BPER practice persist despite high reported knowledge
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