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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study addresses an important but often under-explored aspect of perioperative care - psychological stress and coping mechanisms in surgical patients. Understanding the response to stress and coping strategies can significantly improve patient outcomes, shorten recovery times and reduce post-operative complications. The paper contributes to the growing body of evidence that psychological pre-operative factors influence surgical outcomes. Its relevance is clear both in clinical practice and in health psychology, particularly in the context of nursing and surgery in India and other similar health care settings.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is concise, descriptive, and reflects the scope and variables of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract gives a clear overview of the objectives, methods and findings of the study. However, for the sake of clarity and scientific rigour, I would recommend including specific statistical tests and their key results (e.g. Spearman correlation reveals a significant positive relationship between perceived stress and coping, r = 0.247, p = 0.002). and try to avoid redundancies for example in conclusion (see: coping behaviour of surgical patients in selected hospitals and among surgical patients in tertiary hospitals you can simply skip this line). Also highlight the practical implications for nurse or pre-operative interventions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study follows an appropriate methodological framework, using validated tools and Statistical analysis is seems appropriate for this type of data. The interpretation of the results is consistent with the statistical evidence. The only issue is sampling method (convenience sampling) may limit the generalization and it should be explicitly addressed. There is a discrepancy in timeline of the study, in abstract it is mentioned as Feb-August 2024, but in the methods the data collection is showed in March-April 2025. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and relevant.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is understandable and generally well-written, but several grammatical inconsistencies are there. Language and grammatical refinements are recommended
	

	Optional/General comments


	The discussion section does a good job of connecting the results with the literature, but repeats the results verbatim. Think about a more critical analysis of why some demographic variables predict coping. Incorporation of figures or flowcharts outlining sampling or stress–coping relationships might improve readability. The practical contribution of the study is that it emphasizes the importance of preoperative counseling and individualized psychological interventions.
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