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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the effects of heavy metals on the anatomical features of water lotus (Nelumbo nucifera) collected from different locations in Nigeria. 
The study is significant since water lotus is well known for its role in phytoremediation and maintaining aquatic ecosystem quality. 
The findings may serve as a foundation for further research on heavy metal pollution impacts on aquatic plants and their implications for human health and the environment.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate and clearly reflects the content of the study. No changes are required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative but overly long. 
It would benefit from being condensed to focus more directly on objectives, methods, key results, and conclusions. 
Some detailed numerical values could be shortened to improve readability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound and valid. 
The methodology is clear, data presentation is adequate, and statistical analysis is appropriate. 
However, the discussion could be strengthened by providing deeper connections between the observed anatomical changes and potential physiological impacts on plants.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and many are recent (2022–2025). 
Nonetheless, the manuscript could be improved by incorporating additional recent literature on phytoremediation using Nelumbo nucifera or other aquatic macrophytes.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language is generally acceptable for scholarly communication. 
However, the manuscript contains some lengthy and repetitive sentences. Minor editing is recommended to improve clarity and conciseness.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This research is relevant and contributes to the understanding of heavy metal impacts on aquatic plants. 
The manuscript would be stronger if the authors clarified the practical implications of their findings, particularly regarding the potential use of water lotus in pollution control programs in Nigeria.
The manuscript is solid in terms of methodology and results. Minor revisions are needed in the abstract (condensation), discussion (deeper interpretation), and language editing to ensure fluency.
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