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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This publication investigates educational disparities in Nepal using explainable artificial intelligence (XAI) and fundamental social notions, resulting in a novel scientific contribution. It integrates Sen’s Capability Approach and Bourdieu’s Cultural Capital Theory into predictive modelling frameworks to improve the investigation of caste, gender, and geography-related inequities. SHAP-based interpretability and mixed-methods research promote methodological innovation while providing policy-relevant tools for targeted interventions. Its integrative approach promotes education, progress, and ethical AI research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suggestion: Bridging Educational Inequity in Nepal through Explainable AI and Social Theory Integration
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is conceptually rich and well-structured, but a few refinements could enhance its clarity and accessibility for a broader academic audience. 

Suggested Deletions or Edits:

1. Technical jargon: Consider simplifying terms like “computationally operationalized” for broader readability.

2. Redundant phrases: The phrase “integration of XAI with equity theories” appears twice streamline for impact.

3. Overloaded sentence: The sentence beginning with “Predictive models such as Random Forest…” could be split for clarity.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. It combines appropriate datasets and modelling, blends explainable AI with social theories, and has a strong mixed-methods architecture. There is evident ethical thought and operationalization of theoretical frameworks.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are largely sufficient and reasonably recent. Some citations (e.g., Bhattarai [10]) appear twice. please verify and consolidate.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript demonstrates a strong command of academic English, with clear articulation of concepts, appropriate technical terminology, and coherent structure throughout.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript presents a compelling interdisciplinary approach to addressing educational inequity in Nepal by integrating machine learning (Random Forest, XGBoost) with social theories (Sen’s Capability Approach, Bourdieu’s Cultural Capital). The mixed-methods design and policy-oriented outputs are commendable. However, certain areas require clarification and enhancement to improve scientific robustness and practical applicability.
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